
 

Bible Study for Sunday, Sunday February 17, 2019 
Our texts for this Sunday are:  

 Jeremiah 17:5-10 

 Luke 6: 17-26 

Opening Question: 

How would you define being blessed?  

Read Jeremiah 17:5-10 

According to Jeremiah, what happens to those whose hearts “turn away from the Lord?” 

 

What happens to those that trust the Lord?  

 

What does vs 9 say about the heart? Do you agree or disagree?  

 

What’s happening in vs 10? How does that passage make you feel? 

 

 Read Luke 6:17-26 

Cultural/Historical Background 

“Beatitudes” (statements of the form “Blessed is/ are . . .”) occur often in the Old Testament, 
especially in the Psalms as well as in the Gospels of Matthew (Sermon on the Mount)  and 
Luke (Sermon on the Plain). The Greek word makarios is traditionally translated as “blessed,” 
but perhaps better as “happy,” “enviable,” or “to be congratulated.” Such statements are not 
so much theological assertions about how or whom God blesses, but rather a perspective on a 
life situation. Luke is unusual in spelling out the negative alongside the positive by including 
four balancing woes to the blessings.  

According to v. 18, people were coming from all over the region to see Christ. Below is map 
that shows just how far people were traveling to meet Jesus and be healed by Him. Notice that 
Tyre and Sidon are at the very top of the map, the region of Phoenicia. 

What is happening in the first 3 verses? Where exactly are all the people coming 
from?  (Consult the map below answer this question) 

Why do you think Luke mentioned where people came from and all the miraculous healings 
Jesus performed before beginning His sermon on the plains? 



What might be the importance of hearing in vs 18?   

What is being contrasted in this passage? Do you like the way it balances?  

When you read this, does it make you comfortable or uncomfortable? Indifferent?  

Have you ever used that term “blessed” to describe something that has happened in your life?  
 
If you were to ask a random stranger what they think the term means, how do think they 
would respond?  

What does Christ say poor people inherit, and what do rich people inherit? 

Why do you think Jesus contrasted those who are poor and those who are rich? What was He 
trying to tell His audience? 

Why do you think Jesus started His sermon by addressing material wealth?  

Why do you think Jesus talked about the issue of being hungry versus full?  

Do you think Christ was trying to address deeper issues than just being well fed? If so, what 
were they and what other verses help us understand that? 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

5Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their 
strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 6They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and 
shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an 
uninhabited salt land. 7Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8They 
shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when 
heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does 
not cease to bear fruit. 9The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse— who can 
understand it? 10I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their 
ways, according to the fruit of their doings.  

Luke 6:17-26 

17He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and 
a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. 18They 
had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with 
unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came 
out from him and healed all of them.  



20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God. 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed are 
you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when 
they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that 
day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors 
did to the prophets. 24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
25“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, 
for you will mourn and weep. 26“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 
ancestors did to the false prophets.  

 

 



 

 

 

 


