SOH Bible Study for Sunday October 4, 2026

Our texts for this Sunday are:
e Matthew 21:33-46

e Psalm 118:22-29

Opening Question: Have you ever walked out of a meeting, movie, sermon, or family conversation
thinking, ‘Well, that was pretty clear,” only to discover that the person next to you heard something
completely different? How/why do you think that happens?

Matthew 21:33-46 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went
to another country. 3*When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. ¥*But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 3’Finally he sent his
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 3°So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. **°Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?” *'They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” *?Jesus said to
them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? “*Therefore | tell you, the
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the
kingdom. “The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom
it falls.” **When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. *They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

What details in the parable immediately catch your attention? What emotions does the story create
in you?

So...on a scale of 1-10 (1 being totally comfortable with this text and 10 being really uncomfortable)
what is your comfortability rating with this parable? Why?

Jesus tells the parable specifically to the chief priests and elders (Matthew 21:23, 45). How might
knowing Jesus' direct audience affect the way you understand the parable?

In verse 40, Jesus asks what the landowner should do and the religious leaders respond, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death.” Why is it significant that they, rather than Jesus, give this
violent answer? What might their response reveal about how they understand God, justice, and
judgment?

How might their answer also reveal the character of God that they are representing to their people?
And how might that shape how the people operate with each other?



Christians have sometimes interpreted the wicked tenants as the Jewish people and the new tenants
as Christians. What problems arise with that interpretation, especially when we remember that Jesus,
His disciples, and the people involved in this conversation are all Jewish?

Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” How
might this image invite us to read the parable through the lens of Resurrection (the new thing God is
doing) rather than retribution (D. Mark Davis, “Resurrection: Return of the Rejected” Sept 9, 2014)?

In the Greek, verse 43 says that God's reign will be given to a people “that are producing its fruit.”
What difference might it make to hear this as something already happening rather than as a
prediction about a future group replacing another group?

Throughout His ministry, Jesus repeatedly removes barriers between people and God. Where do you
see Jesus doing that elsewhere in the Gospels? What do those stories tell us about the “fruit” of God's
kingdom, meaning what does that actually look like?

Psalm 118:22-29

22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.

2 This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.

24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

25Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of the Lord.

27 The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns
of the altar.

28You are my God, and | will give thanks to you; you are my God; | will extol you.

290 give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.

Verse 23 we hear Jesus’ quote of, “This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” How does a
cornerstone function? Why might this be the image Jesus used and what might it signify? As Jesus
speaks to the chief priests and elders, could part of His challenge be that God is already at work
building something new outside the boundaries they have established? Where has that been
happening in Jesus’ ministry?

Psalm 118:26 declares, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD.” Just before this
confrontation, the crowds use these words as Jesus enters Jerusalem (Matthew 21:9). How might
Jesus’ quotation of Psalm 118 remind the chief priests and elders of what has just happened? What
might the crowds be recognizing in Jesus that the religious leaders are struggling or refusing to see?

Psalm 118 moves from rejection to God’s surprising action and finally to thanksgiving: “O give thanks
to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever” (v. 29). If steadfast love is the final
word of the psalm Jesus chooses to quote, how might that affect our interpretation of Matthew
21:33-467? What if Jesus’ direction is less about who God will reject next and more about recognizing
and participating in the new thing God is already bringing to life?



