SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS
First Sunday of Advent | November 28, 2021|8:00 am
“ . . . t o R e a c h , I g n i t e , & E m p o w e r p e o p l e f o r Je s u s . ”

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 & Luke 21:25-36
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in
great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation
in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a
“righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited
“the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries
hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly
await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming,
and the advent of Christ in word and supper.

Prelude
Words of Welcome & Announcements
Meditative Moment
Passing of the Peace Greeting
Lighting of the Advent Candle
Gathering Hymn

Christ, Be Our Light (vs 1 & 2)

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain

Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.
Published by OCP Publications.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Prayer of Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence is kept for reflection.)
Most merciful God, We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
Your will, and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your Holy Name. Amen.
Minister: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith. Amen.

Kyrie

ELW s138

In Peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

Canticle of Praise
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Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain
For the lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain
Copyright: Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Prayer of the Day
Holy and Loving God, Stir up your power and come into our lives and day. Caution us regularly to
the threatening dangers that sin can be in this world and in our lives. Redeem us for Your life of
justice and care for our neighbor. We praise Your name and rejoice for You live and reign as one,
Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. AMEN.

Scripture Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (NIV translation)

9How

can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our
God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and
supply what is lacking in your faith. 11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear
the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each
other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you
will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with
all his holy ones.
Word of God, word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Pastor Brice Bloxham

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading

Luke 21:25-36

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”
29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

Message

Pastor Renee Patterson

Song of the Day

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1,2,3,7)

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high,
embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay;
teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain

3 O come, O come, O Lord of might,
as to your tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times you gave the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe. Refrain
7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710;
tr. Composite Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Lord in Your mercy. Hear our prayer

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings
Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Grant us peace.
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.

Offering Prayer
Service of Holy Communion
Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Communion Blessing & Prayer
Gracious God, We have received the elements of bread and wine. We have come to the table,
and because we are loved, You in Christ receive us and offer to us healing and hope. Forgive our
stubbornness. Heal our brokenness. Challenge us to truly live lives of faithfulness and discipleship.
Amen.

Benediction
Sending Hymn
1

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (vs. 1,4)
Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear;
the evening is advancing,
and darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising
and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
at midnight comes the cry.

4 Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907

Dismissal
Minister: Go in peace, serve the Lord!
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday Bible Study: The afternoon Bible Study at 1 pm will be in-person in the Narthex. The evening
Bible Study will meet at 6:45pm on Zoom, click HERE to join on Zoom. Note change of time of evening
Bible Study during Advent to make room for our Wednesday Advent Services at 6:15pm in the Sanctuary
or livestreamed. Please join us!
Coffee and Bagels: The next one is Thursday, December 2nd.Join Pastor Brice the 1st Thursday of every
month and the 3rd Monday of the month from 10 to 11:30 am at Caribou Coffee off 694 and Rice St in
Little Canada ( *** Note: change of location: address: 3354 Rice St, Little Canada)
Please bring a mask. While masking off-site is at your comfort, we do ask that you consider the comfort of
others at the table when considering your own masking.
Blue Christmas: Tuesday, December 7: 6:15 pm in the Sanctuary or livestreamed. When Christmas doesn’t
feel like Christmas. This will be an opportunity to give a space for our grief and despair that can so often
cloud what “is supposed to be” a fun time of year. It’s okay that it isn’t. It doesn’t have to be for you. If this
is something you would find meaningful then please, join us.
HomeStyle Christmas: Sunday, December 12. Join us for worship with special music and selections from
our music groups and Shepherd community members.
To keep in that style, please wear RED or GREEN to add to the festivities and joy of Christmas!!
November Drive:
Bridging Kitchen Pack Donations Needed: •Can Opener •Mixing Spoon •Spatula •Ladle
•Dish Towel/Cloth •Wisk •Pizza cutter •Peeler •Hot Pad •Dish Scrubber
College Care Package Donations Needed:
Target Gift Card $10 •Starbucks Gift Card $10
Sleeve of Cookies •Travel Tissues •Tooth Brush •Bag of Laundry Pods •Gum •Granola Bar
Small toy or deck of cards or fidget device or handheld Game •Travel meal kit
Full sized candy bars (or bag of licorice) •Two oatmeal packets •Small bag of chips
Mac & Cheese cup •Pens and highlighters •Small Bag of chips •Chapstick
*Please drop off your items at Shepherd in the grey bin in the hallway by Door G. Thank You!
Donut Table Hosts needed: Donut table hosts/servers are needed to set up and serve donuts
during our gathering time on Sunday mornings. Time commitment is 8:40 to 10:00 am Sundays on
a schedule that fits your availability. Please sign up at the donut table or contact Maria in the
office to volunteer.
Advent-To-Go: Pick up your bag in the Narthex. We invite you to join us this Advent as we prepare for the
coming of the Christ Child on Christmas. This year we will be spending our Wednesday evening worship
services focusing on The Simplicity of Advent. In place of our Children’s Message we will have an activity
you can do together as a family. Bring your supplies with you to worship or do at home as you watch
online LIVE or anytime after Wednesday evening.
Operation Christmas Joy: In support of Ralph Reeder Food Shelf, please choose a tag from the tree in the
Narthex with a child's gift and a food or household donation item listed. Purchase the items and return the
new unwrapped gifts with the tag attached to the gray bin in the Narthex by December 5th.

We Need You!
Sunday helpers are needed to fill various positions to
help worship flow seamlessly and to welcome all of
our guests to worship!
If you have been wondering how to get more involved
in ministry areas on Sunday mornings...please contact
Maria Miller in the office to get involved!
office@shepherdshoreview.org or call 651-288-2255
All schedule rotations are set to fit your availability!

We have immediate
needs for:
Ushers/Greeters
===
Scripture Readers

===
Donut Table Hosts
===
Sound Booth Techs

CONTACT INFORMATION

MAIN OFFICE 651.483.5419

Senior Pastor
PHONE
EMAIL ADDRESS
Renee Patterson
651.288.2253
pastorrenee@shepherdshoreview.org
Associate Pastor
Brice Bloxham
651.288.2264
pastorbrice@shepherdshoreview.org
Deacon
Sister Tashina Good
651.288.2261
sistertashina@shepherdshoreview.org
Interim Director of Music & Worship
Jean Johnson
651-288-2254
music@shepherdshoreview.org
Organist
Melanie Ohnstad
Director of Children’s Ministry & Preschool Director preschool@shepherdshoreview.org
Jilene Ylonen
651.483.6885
children@shepherdshoreview.org
Director of Operations
Miranda Oliver
651.288.2255
operations@shepherdshoreview.org
Office Administrator
Maria Miller
651-288-2252
office@shepherdshoreview.org
Building Ambassadors, Baeza Tensaie & Dalanie Oliver
Social Media Specialist, Ronni Winn
Please join us for our Gathering & Donut Time from 9:00 to 10:00 am - Our Sunday morning Gathering
Time is moving into Shepherd’s Hall for the winter months. Please wear your mask when you are not
eating. Thank you!
Please contact Maria in the office to sign-up to be a Gathering Time Host .

8am

Serving in worship today
10am

Reader: Stephen Manhart

Reader: Kathleen Howard

Ushers:

Ushers:

Steve Klietz
Lynn Sheff

Chriss Latterell
Leslie Peterson

Cantor:
Ginny Altman
Tech Booth:
Bob Prins
Gathering Time Host: Susan Oltman

How Can You Support
Shepherd Financially?
Online Giving sohsv.org
Stocks
Offertory Envelopes
Endowment Fund
Text to Give: 651.412.7495

CONNECT WITH US
SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
3920 North Victoria Street Shoreview, MN 55126
651.483.5419
staff@shepherdshoreview.org
sohsv.org

