
Bible Study for Sunday December 15, 2019  
Our texts are: 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 
Isaiah Text Commentary: This text announces that God is in our midst. God is showing up. This 

text invites us to sit back and watch the most extreme cosmic makeover imaginable. But, we 

live in realities that sometimes feel like desert land; we battle sickness and watch those we 

love do the same. Therein lays the tension of living in the “not yet completed” Kingdom.  

Read Isaiah 35:1-10   

35The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 

crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon 

shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 

majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to 

those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”  

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the 

lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 

forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and 

the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall 

become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 

unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 

go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be 

found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy 

and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

What if we believed that in Christ, God were (actually, not metaphorically) in our midst, in the 

center of our lives and our world, just as God stands centered in our text? What if we believed 

that God were at work here and is the business of transformation? How might that change 

how you experience circumstances?  

Isaiah gave the exiles a vision of God’s future to sustain them in their disappointment and 

struggles. How would you describe the vision of the future that keeps you going? 

How does this text help us understand what it means “to be saved” as something that not only 

pertains to individual souls but also for the “saving and transformation” of all of creation? 

How does this text help you understand what this Advent (preparation and waiting) season is 

about?  



Gospel Text commentary:  In prison now, John is no longer baptizing in the River Jordan or 

having people come to him. John finds himself in a new desert. After living a life of freedom, 

he has now entered confinement. From the open wilderness to captivity and with a drastic 

change of circumstances also comes a drastic change of perspective. Does his question come 

from true curiosity or disappointment? Is it from doubt or speculation, or could it be asked as 

a question of trust? We may never know his motive, but his questioning thoughts remains 

significant for all of us today.  

Read Matthew 11:2-11   

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 

the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 

brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”  

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 

into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What 

then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 

one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 

arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

 

Why is what Jesus told John's disciples (v.4-5) so significant (reread Isaiah 35:5-6)? How would 

what they saw answer John's questions? Why do you think Jesus didn’t just say “Yes, I am the 

One”? 

What do you think Jesus meant in vs 6? The Greek word for offense is skandalon and one 

Greek commentary gave this as a definition: “as taking offense at Jesus or refusing to believe 

in Him.” Does not believing in Jesus and taking offense at Jesus have the same meaning to 

you? Why would Jesus be offending anyone by what He said in the two verses preceding vs 6? 

Generally, do you think people are actually offended at Jesus or how people have represented 

Jesus?  

“Christians are like John the Baptist and Matthew 11:10 describes their mission.” What do you 

think about that statement? What does it say that Christians should do? How can this be 

linked to last week’s Gospel text (Matt 3: 1-12)?  

 


