
 

 

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 

 Second Sunday of Advent | December 5, 2021|8:00 am  
 

“ . . . to  Reach,  Ign i te ,  & Empower people fo r  Jes us .”  

 

Malachi 3:1-4 &  Luke 3: 1-6 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God.  

While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal  

focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the  

coming Christ as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized 

are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we  

prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in  

capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”  



 

 
Prelude  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You    (Ernst Pepping) 

                       Prelude I.   (Andante cantabile) 

                       Prelude II.  (Allegro scherzando) 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 

Passing of the Peace Greeting 
 

Meditative Moment 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

Gathering Hymn Prepare the Royal Highway  ELW 264 
 

1 Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

 Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

 Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 

 
 

Refrain 

 Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 

 
 

2 God's people, see him coming: 

 your own eternal king! 

 Palm branches strew before him! 

 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

 God's promise will not fail you! 

 No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 

 

Prayer of Confession & Forgiveness 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence is kept for reflection.)  
  

Most merciful God, We confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in Your 

will, and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your Holy Name. Amen.    
 

Minister:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are  

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 

your hearts through faith. Amen.    
 

Kyrie                          ELW s138 

In Peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 

 to greet your promised king! 

 Your king, yet ev'ry nation 

 its tribute too may bring. 

 All lands will bow before him; 

 their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 

 it comes from heav'n above. 

 His rule is peace and freedom 

 and justice, truth, and love. 

 So let your praise be sounding 

 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 

 Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; 

 tr. Lutheran Book of Worship Text © 1978  

  Augsburg Fortress. 



 

 
Canticle of Praise                                         ELW s140 

     Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

       Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

       Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain  

       Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

          Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain     

       For the lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain     
         Copyright: Evangelical Lutheran Worship  

 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of Your only Son. By His coming give to all the  
people of the world knowledge of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading Malachi 3:1-4  
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 

coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offer-

ings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 

the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  

Word of God, word of Life. Thanks be to God.  

 

Children’s Message                                                                                          Pastor Brice Bloxham 

  

Gospel Acclamation    

    Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Gospel Reading  Luke 3:1-6 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 

and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jor-

dan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of 

the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall be made straight, 

  and the rough ways made smooth; 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You,  O Christ.   

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-12-5/0#


 

  

Message                          Pastor Renee Patterson       
     

Song of the Day        Christ Be Our Light (vs. 1,3) ELW 715 
 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 
 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed.  Refrain 
 

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 

Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.                                               

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 

 Lord in Your mercy. Hear our prayer  
 

Gathering of Tithes & Offerings  
 

Lamb of God 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Grant us peace. 
 

 Text © 1961 Oxford University Press. 
 

Offering Prayer  
 

Service of Holy Communion 

 Great Thanksgiving 

  The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  



 

 
 Preface       

 Holy, Holy, Holy   

        Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

        Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  

                  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Words of Institution 

 The Lord’s Prayer  
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

                      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion Blessing & Prayer 
Gracious God, We have received the elements of bread and wine. We have come to the table, 
and because we are loved, You in Christ receive us and offer to us healing and hope. Forgive our 

stubbornness. Heal our brokenness. Challenge us to truly live lives of faithfulness and discipleship. 

Amen.  
 

Benediction 
  
 

Sending Hymn      Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

 born to set thy people free; 

 from our fears and sins release us; 

 let us find our rest in thee. 

 Israel's strength and consolation, 

 hope of all the earth thou art, 

 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 

 born a child, and yet a king; 

 born to reign in us forever, 

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 By thine own eternal Spirit 

 rule in all our hearts alone; 

 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 

 

Dismissal 
Minister: Go in peace, serve the Lord!     
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Postlude           Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying    (J. S. Bach) 



 

 
IN-SANCTUARY WORSHIP GUIDELINES 

Keeping Safe During the Service 

 Masks required while in the building. 

 There will be no nursery but there is an in-sanctuary “Kid’s PRAYground.”  

Families are encouraged to bring quiet toys (no busy-bags will be available)  

and remain together as a family during the service 

 Water fountains have been disabled 
 

When You Depart 

 Offertory may be left in the basket at the doors or done online on our website 

 Take all of your items with you including communion supplies 

 Go spread the news of Jesus Christ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Wednesday Bible Study: The afternoon Bible Study at 1 pm will be in-person in the Narthex. The evening  

Bible Study will meet at 6:45pm on Zoom, click HERE to join on Zoom.  Note change of time of evening  

Bible Study during Advent to make room for our Wednesday Advent Services at 6:15pm in the Sanctuary 

or livestreamed. 
 

Donut  Table Hosts needed:  Donut table hosts/servers are needed to set up and serve donuts  

during our gathering time on Sunday mornings. Time commitment is 8:40 to 10:00 am Sundays on  

a schedule that fits your availability. Please sign up at the donut table or contact Maria in the  

office to volunteer.  

 

Advent-To-Go:  Pick up your bag in the Narthex. We invite you to join us this  Advent as we prepare for the 

coming of the Christ Child on Christmas. This year we will be spending our Wednesday evening worship  

services focusing on The Simplicity of Advent. In place of our Children’s  Message we will have an activity 

you can do together as a family. Bring your supplies with you to worship or do at home as you watch 

online LIVE or anytime after Wednesday evening.  

 
December Drive:  

For the month of December we are collecting items from the “always Needed” list for Ralph Reeder: 

Canned meats, Tuna & Hamburger Helpers, Peanut Butter, Baking Supplies, Crackers, Granola Bars,       

Cereal, Toilet Paper, Laundry Detergent, mayonnaise, Ketchup, mac and cheese cups, Juice Boxes,   

Pudding Cups  
 
Family Event: 

In December we’ll be gathering to decorate cookies, have a gingerbread house building competition, 

other Christmas themed activities, and a dice game. We’re asking each participant bring a wrapped gift 

costing less than $10 (the Five Below store is a great place to look for an item) that kids will have a chance 

to roll for. We’ll be gathering on Friday, December 17th, from 6:00 – 7:30 pm. Please plan to eat dinner be-

forehand. You’ll be able to take your cookie and gingerbread house home with you. Like always, our 

event will be masked, we’re also asking that you sign up beforehand so we know how many to antici-

pate. To sign up or ask questions reach out to Pastor Brice.  

 
2022 Winter Book Study: 

Our Winter Book Study will be focused on I Can Do No Other by Anna Madsen. We will be meeting via 

every other week on Wednesdays at 2:30pm and Thursdays at 6:30pm via zoom, join us for the time that 

works best for you. Starts January 5th/6th, see the newsletter for further information. 

https://www.shepherdshoreview.org/adult-faith-formation.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89361595015
https://www.shepherdshoreview.org/mission-partners.html
mailto:PastorBrice@shepherdshoreview.org


 

 



 

 

SHEPHERD OF THE  HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
3920 North Victoria Street  Shoreview, MN  55126   

651.483.5419   

staff@shepherdshoreview.org      sohsv.org 

How Can You Support  

Shepherd  Financially? 

Online Giving  sohsv.org         

Stocks     

Offertory Envelopes  

Endowment Fund          

Text to Give: 651.412.7495                       

Donut Time 9:00 to 10:00 am  - All are welcome to enjoy donuts in Shepherd’s Hall. We will  

provide the donuts,  please bring your own beverage of choice. Please join us! 

CONTACT INFORMATION  MAIN OFFICE 651.483.5419 

CONNECT 

Senior Pastor        PHONE                                      EMAIL ADDRESS 

Renee Patterson   651.288.2253                pastorrenee@shepherdshoreview.org 
Associate Pastor   

Brice Bloxham     651.288.2264                pastorbrice@shepherdshoreview.org 
Deacon 

Sister Tashina Good      651.288.2261               sistertashina@shepherdshoreview.org 
Interim Director of Music & Worship 

Jean Johnson      651-288-2254               music@shepherdshoreview.org 
Organist 

Melanie Ohnstad 

Director of Children’s Ministry & Preschool Director   preschool@shepherdshoreview.org 

Jilene Ylonen   651.483.6885                children@shepherdshoreview.org 
Director of Operations  

Miranda Oliver   651.288.2255                operations@shepherdshoreview.org 
Office Administrator 

Maria Miller      651-288-2252               office@shepherdshoreview.org 

Building Ambassadors, Baeza Tensaie & Dalanie Oliver 

Social Media Specialist, Ronni Winn 

Serving in worship today 

8am    10am   

Reader: Ginny Altman  Reader: Dave Nord 

Ushers: Steve Klietz  Ushers: Chriss Latterell 

 Lynn Sheff   Dave Nord 

     Cantor: 

Tech Booth: 

Gathering Time Host: 

Ronni Winn 

Julie Streit 

Koepp family 
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