
John 5 1- 17 

1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-

zatha, which has five porticoes. 3 In these lay many ill, blind, lame, and paralyzed 

people. 5 One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw 

him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you 

want to be made well?” 7 The ill man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into 

the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am making my way someone else 

steps down ahead of me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9 At 

once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 

Now that day was a Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been cured, “It is 

the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your mat.” 11 But he answered them, “The 

man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and walk.’ ” 12 They asked him, 

“Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had 

been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd that was 

there. 14 Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you have been 

made well! Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 15 The man 

went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 Therefore the 

Jews started persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such things on the Sabbath. 17 But 

Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and I also am working.” 

 

 What is happening here? What stories are you hearing?  

 What questions do you have from this text?  

 What sticks out to you in this text? 

 Why were the people mad? 

o Do you think their anger was justified? Why or why not? 

 Do we adhere to any traditions this vigilantly?  

 What does Sabbath mean to you?  

o How do you rest?  

 Why is Sabbath so important to our Jewish siblings?  

 What cultural implications are you aware of for a blind person in that time? 

o What might that have meant for Jesus to heal him? For Jesus, for the man? 

 Why would Jesus ask the question if this man wanted to be healed?  



o Do you find that a interesting or even a silly question? 

 Why did Jesus slip away from him when he healed him? Do you think Jesus 

purposely made this man break a “Jewish Law” by picking up his mat and 

walking? If so why? 

 Jesus broke two laws according to the religious leaders. Do you believe he did?  

o Why or why not? 

 How does Jesus describe His relationship to God?  

o Why might this make the religious leaders mad? 

 What kind of work is God still doing?  

 If God is still working on the Sabbath, what does that mean for us? 


