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WHERE WE ARE NOW 
 

“to Reach, Ignite and Empower People for Jesus…” 

REACH 

our word for 2022.  

As you are reading through  

2022's Annual Report,  

we hope that you will be able to see  

how Shepherd's ministries and missions 

helped us to Reach new heights together 

in our ministries.  
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SHEPHERD’S GOVERNING BOARD 
 

Dave Webb, Chair; Deb Kohen, Vice Chair; Elizabeth Kohen, Treasurer; Joshua Koepp, Secretary; 
Members at Large: Lynn Mears, Kristen Goligowski, Anna Grace, Sally Peters 

2022 has been a full year as we have begun to restore many of our ministries and expressions of life together that 
had been on hold or reduced during COVID-19.  
 

In January 2022, our annual meeting was back in the sanctuary. During that meeting, we voted to approve two 
ratifications to our constitution which together allowed for youth and young adults to be voting members on the 
Governing Board. The financial report highlighted that, in response to lower giving during COVID-19, Shepherd 
staff had made cuts and that year had the lowest operating expenses since 2014. New Governing Board members 
were voted in. Dave Webb highlighted that the financial resilience shown by Shepherd during the pandemic was 
not the norm for many congregations and that he was grateful for all of our members. 
 

We began 2022 with Jean Johnson blessing our congregation with her interim leadership of worship and music. 
We were actively searching to fill this position as 2022 began, and in March we extended an offer to Shaun  
Halland, the unanimous choice of the music search team. He came to us with 20+ years’ experience as a church 
worship and music director, vocalist and organist and filled both our Director of Worship and Music and our  
organist positions.  
 

Our Constitution Committee formed and began work in February. The project included advisors from the Synod 
Constitution Review Committee and sought to reduce redundancy, clarify confusing language, align with the ELCA 
model constitution, and include required language passed at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly. The committee held 
multiple open meetings for Shepherd members to review the work, ask questions, and provide suggestions. They 
posted the final document for review in November.  
 

We began the search for a new Director of Operations after Miranda Oliver moved on in September. Shepherd 
member Ritesh Patel shared his extensive experience with us during the interim and continues to advise. In  
October Allyson Thiele accepted the position, coming to us with over 18 years of church office and church finance 
experience  
 

Our reconnecting events and expressions of congregational life over the last year have increased. There are too 
many to provide a full list here, but there are notable highlights. It has been wonderful to resume connecting as a 
community as we share food together, including pot lucks at the Day of Service, Coffee & Bagels with Brice,  
moving inside for Pour Theology, and soup suppers and donut time. We have scheduled men’s and women’s  
retreats for this winter. We had three book studies during donut time, one of which led us to invite the author,  
Dr. Anna Madsen, to join us for an inspiring Sunday sermon. Our youth resumed confirmation overnight retreats 
and travelled for a mission trip. It has been a joy to once again appreciate the wonderful musical gifts of our  
Shepherd choir.  
 

As activities and ministries have resumed, so have expenses. Dave Webb provided a Sunday Morning Temple Talk 
to thank Shepherd for their generosity and faithful giving during COVID-19. He also explained the need for an in-
crease in giving to support our staff and ministries. Our preschool has grown and expanded space under Jilene’s 
extraordinary leadership and is very healthy. As Shepherd members respond to this financial need, we expect to 
maintain current staff and continue our ministries to our Shepherd family as well as outreach to the community.   
 
Looking back on the year, we feel blessed and inspired by the vibrancy of our staff and this faith community. We 
are full of joy that we are able to care for each other and reach out to those in need. We are excited to see where 
God takes us in the year to come.  
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SENIOR PASTOR, 
 

RENEE PATTERSON 
 
 

At Shepherd, as it is in 
Heaven… 

“At Shepherd, as it is in Heaven.” I read that line somewhere and it has stuck with me. The 
earthly location was different, but the premise is the same from the Lord’s Prayer,  
“thy Kingdom come, thy will be done at Shepherd as it is in Heaven.” I speak of this often, but 
the work we collectively do here at Shepherd is Kingdom building work that God has called us 
into as a specific people of God in a specific place and time. I continue to be honored to do 
this work alongside such an amazing and generous Body of Christ.  
 

However, this living out the Christian faith is not an easy task. It requires sacrifice, passion, 
courage, learning, and commitment. In Jesus’ time, many of His own disciples struggled with 
the costs associated with embracing a true commitment to this Kingdom living. But history 
has shown us just what can happen when a group of called and committed people work  
together. People are transformed, love is reclaimed, justice begins to flow, and society itself  
is able to flourish in the way that God has always intended. When God’s people dream and 
work together, amazing and mighty things happen.  
 

It has been wonderful hearing about your dreams for your Shepherd community. During our 
stewardship talks this past fall we heard what you value in faith community. Your dreams (and 
concerns) for our faith community show your love and commitment for this place. You deeply 
value our intentional gathered time together that happens in all sorts of different ways. You 
spoke of your appreciation for your Shepherd staff and all that 
they do for our community. Along with that, you also voiced 
your concerns about how inflation and the pandemic have 
affected our ministries and have concerns surrounding our aging 
building and community. But your strongest voice spoke of your 
hopes and dreams for our future and of your desire for our faith 
community to reach beyond our walls as we work to foster a 
more loving and equitable world for all people.  
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We also wondered out loud what a plan like that would even look like, as a clear path for  
changing the world (i.e.: the ‘how-to’ manual) has not dropped from Heaven. But like the  
picture below, God asks us to take one step forward at a time as the path becomes known  
in the journeying and the doing.  
 

The past three years have taught us that we can do hard things, sometimes without any map  
at all. I think I’ve started our annual report for the last two years with some form of the line,  
unprecedented challenges or obstacles, but God is faithful.”  I have come to realize that will  
always be true. Every year will have unique difficulties, challenges, and obstacles, but God’s  
Word and presence with us remains true! “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!  
I have overcome the world.” - John 16:33. This passage reminds us that Jesus is the hope of the 
world, and the local church (that’s us!) the expression of it. We express that hope by shining the 
light of Jesus everywhere we go, and through everything we do even in challenging times.  
 

So, where is God calling us next? Even while we are unsure of the exact plan, I do know that  
we are the hands and feet of Jesus in this world called to bring the Light of Christ to people in 
need. We are souls (Hebrew: nephesh), embodied beings that are created for deep connective  
relationships to God and God’s world.  
 

This spring we will be spending some time in prayer, contemplating where God is calling us next. 
We are seeking to deepen our individual and collective faith direction through learning about  
contemplative practices and how they can create space to reveal God’s calling for us. I truly  
believe that God has some mighty plans for this community and I’m excited to share this journey 
into God’s future for us together.   
 

You are what makes Shepherd a gifted and equipped community of faith, and your presence,  
participation, and passion make all the difference. I want to personally thank all of you for being  
a part of our family. You are what makes Shepherd of the Hills such a special place! I believe that 
we are called to see and bring action to where God’s people are aching and in need of someone 
that can make a difference. God has a dream for God’s world, and we at Shepherd are being  
called to live into that dream. Or said another way, “at Shepherd as it is in Heaven.”  
 

My prayer is that this entire report, that is filled with hope and generosity, will both encourage 

and inspire you as we all continue our mission of reaching, igniting and empowering people for  

Jesus Christ.  
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2022 IN  
REVIEW BY  
THE NUMBERS 

224 Average Worship Attendance per Week 

 
 
 

608 Individual Members   292 Member Households 

 

6Baptisms               6First Communions             5Confirmations 

                   5Funerals                 
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR, 
 

BRICE BLOXHAM 
 
 

What a year 2022 has been! From COVID-19 remaining in the front of many of our minds,  
to slowly moving into the background (still very much there) and becoming a livable  
inconvenience. From maintaining more distance to coming together. Not eating in the same 
space to sharing a potluck! From continued nerves about gathering to renewed comfort.  
2022 has taken us a great deal of distance in the coming back from COVID-19 but there is  
still much room to go. My intent with this update is not to dwell on COVID-19’s remaining  
impact but rather to celebrate and shine a light on the amazing and wonderful things we’ve 
been able to do over the course of this last year.  
 

I began 2022 with the lofty goal of visiting every single household in our membership. I can 
honestly say. . . it did not happen. While I was able to visit many of our members, I would also 
have to say I am just halfway to my goal. And while I am disappointed in not meeting this goal, 
I can truthfully say that the relationships and connections that have been made through these 
visits have gleaned for me much about how our people are faring and getting along in life. I 
would be lying if I said that everything in everyone’s lives is going smoothly, without incident.  
Of course, that is simply not the case. In those places of struggle, we are able to sit with one 
another and share the burden by simply sharing that space. This is a profound gift that I see 
not just your pastoral staff practicing but also many of you.  
 

This last summer we brought back Lunch Bunch and good gracious has that been a welcomed  
activity. Seeing the faces of so many who have not been able to join in the ways they would 
have liked has warmed my soul and heart in countless ways. Mary E and Joan K continue to 
spearhead and rock out LYN Ministry with the support of numerous drivers, communion  
servers, and Lunch Bunch helpers. This vital ministry to Shepherd’s community connects so 
many that might so easily be lost through the cracks of life. Without the attention of this key 
group, I hate to think of what would happen to them and their connections to our beloved 
community.  
 

With events like Lunch Bunch bringing back the comfort of dining inside, we reimagined the  
prospect of what it would look like to expand our efforts. In September, we shared our first  
congregational potluck. Nancy Timp’s leadership and marshalling of all those volunteers  
allowed us to share a meal and, dare I say, it felt normal. Pour Theology continues, shifted  
with the weather to meet inside at Shore 96 every third Thursday of the month. Averaging  
between 15-20 we have phenomenal conversation and share some pretty solid food. Coffee 
and Bagels shifted from a first Thursday/third Monday model to a first and third Monday in  
the attempt to make it easier to remember. Our numbers have increased to a place where so 
many different conversations happen and the community shared is amazing. We also shifted 
back to Bruegger’s which means we get bagels again! I guess what I’m trying to illustrate here  



PAGE 8                 ASSOCIATE PASTOR BRICE BLOXHAM 

is that so much of what makes us community happens around the table as we break bread. I am 
grateful for the neutral space that the meal table provides for the life shared amongst us.  
 
Vacation Bible School was off the charts this past summer. We had over 50 kiddos sign up to  
participate, and nearly 20 youth and adults to lead the program. Here our youngest members 
learned about who our neighbors are and to see that those who might look a little different are  
no less loved by our God or us.  
 

As I look toward 2023, I am eager to share that the men’s retreat is returning. March 10-12 we  
will be returning to Good Ole’ Days resort in Nisswa for a weekend of faith-filled time and  
much-missed fellowship. I encourage you to consider attending if this sounds interesting to you.  
Also, after a year’s hiatus, we are bringing music camp back. You may have noticed that our  
Christmas program didn’t happen this year as we’ve become so accustomed to happening.  
That’s because we’re bringing you Christmas in July! By doing it this way it will give us the chance  
to intentionally teach the birth story of Jesus as well as what Advent is all about. We will need a 
great deal of volunteers for this programming, and I hope you’ll consider helping us out!  
 

I look forward to laboring with you all this year as we seek to continue the amazing work we are  

doing with our God.  
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SISTER TASHINA GOOD, 
DEACON 

 

Here at Shepherd, there is a long-standing tradition of high school youth engaging in Peer Ministry Leadership  
Training. This training teaches listening and communication skills, importance of community and support, paying 
attention to the needs of our peers in all the places we find ourselves, and much more. A staple Peer Ministry  
Leadership Training lesson that I like to use when there are youth participating in training for the first time is a slow 
reading of Luke 10: 25-37. Youth are given parts of the story to act out, followed by a discussion of what it was like 
to be in those roles and why this story might be important. For any of you who have not yet pulled out your Bible  
to figure out what story this is, it is that of the Good Samaritan. In this story a lawyer is testing Jesus regarding the 
greatest Commandments, to love God with all of who you are and to love your neighbor as yourself. The story of the 
Good Samaritan is Jesus’ response as to who our neighbor is. He depicts those we would expect to be our neighbor 
the Levite and the priest, both very much like the man beaten in the story, were not his neighbor. Instead, a  
Samaritan, who was both a foreigner and thought to be dangerous and unworthy of community with the rest of  
the world, was the one who behaved like a neighbor. This story is a perfect example to remind us that God calls us 
in unexpected ways, to accompany others who may or may not be like us. And finally, the inn keeper is a reminder 
that we are not called to do this work alone but are called to care for our neighbor in community.  
 

As I look back over the past year, this story keeps coming to mind along with the images of our youth acting it out. 
The story is never what they expect it to be, and the past year was not what we expected it to be. Yet in midst of it 
all God showed up and pointed out where we needed to be, how we were being called to serve, and reminded us 
that we were not alone.  
 

January of 2022 kicked off bringing our youth events back to a virtual state due to rising COVID-19 numbers,  
followed by a canceling of the 2022 summer ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.  At the same time our Winter 
Book Study, I Can Do No Other by the Rev. Dr. Anna Madsen, opened the door for deep theological conversations 
around Martin Luther’s works and how they apply to our daily lives. Dr. Madsen then joined us as a guest preacher 
and presenter on February 27th,  just before Ash Wednesday, to kick off our Lenten time together.  
 

During Lent we welcomed Robb Clasen and his colleagues from Thrivent to discuss ethical and moral investments 
and we hosted a Sunday morning conversation around the ELCA’s Apology to the People of African Descent.  
Having rich and hard conversations has become a norm here at Shepherd, something that is unfortunately rather 
unique to our congregation.  
 

We ended Lent in person again for our youth events that included appetizers at Red Robin after Good Friday  
services for our high school youth and then a World Religions overnight retreat for our Confirmation youth.  
We also tried a new tactile and participatory Maundy Thursday worship experience.  
 

Our Joy Team was busy with Season of Service drives throughout the winter and spring months leading up to our 
hybrid Spring Season of Service event. We had opportunities connecting this community to many ways in which  
to serve organizations and our neighbors, even hosting Ministry Moments focused on Holy Hammers and Ralph 
Reeder Food Shelf.  
 

As summer approached and with less than a month to go, due to staffing shortages and a complete shutdown of  
the organization we planned to go through, we pivoted our planned youth mission trip from Milwaukee to the  
Quad Cities, along the Iowa/Illinois border. Our 12 youth and 3 adults rolled with the change and had a memorable 
and amazing experience trekking down in the Hmong Peace bus, learning about the organizations that serve the 
Quad Cities. We partnered with a congregation that understands how God works in the world in a very different  
way than we do. We came back with many stories and experiences for how God showed up. Being in intentional 
community for a whole week after two years of COVID-19 quarantines was an experience filled with joys, tears,  
and much learning for all of us.  
  



Our summer months continued with more hard conversations around our book studies: Jesus and the Disinherited 
by Howard Thurman and Love is the Way by the Most Reverend Bishop Michael Curry. I continue to be amazed  
and grateful for the conversations we have and for everyone that continues to show up to learn and grow  
alongside of one another as we explore ways for God to open our minds to the world around us.  
 

Our summer continued with Youth Summer Camp where our middle and high school youth supported our VBS  
program, followed by engaging in Peer Ministry Leadership Training, service projects, and fun outings in the local 
community. Our youth serve Shepherd in many amazing ways: from our Governing Board to music ministry, from 
worship assisting to children’s ministry, from engaging in local organizations to serving our neighbors and beyond. 
The next time you see one of our young people leading in some way, be sure to say hello and get to know them!  
We kicked off our fall programing going back to our pre-pandemic Day of Service with a month of Ministry  
Moments from local organizations leading up to a day with over 200 Shepherd folks serving in amazing ways both  
on and offsite. We were also able to host our first offsite confirmation and high school youth retreat in two years,  
at Gustavus Adolphus College.  
 

With our confirmation program sticking with its four-week rotation model, providing both in-person and hybrid  
options, and our high school youth engaging in once-a-month events, our youth ministry seems to be finding a  
new sense of normal after the upset that the pandemic threw at it. We have been able to bring back old traditions 
like our annual lefse making fun and are looking forward to a Palm Sunday pancake breakfast back on the Lenten 
calendar.  
 

Our adult education welcomed back indoor Pour Theology that continues throughout the winter months and a fall 
book study that kept alive our difficult but rich conversations. This time we read through Thou Shalt Not Be a Jerk  
by the Rev. Eugene Cho, which guided our conversation around what it means to engage in politics and political  
conversations through the lens of our faith. I continue to look forward to our next focus and conversation and  
pray you will join in the fun!  
 

Our year came to a close in a room filled with Shepherd members eating pie at our Pies for Praise event, and a  
wonderful re-start of our Advent soup suppers, bringing connection and community back over shared food. We  
began our Advent season dedicating our offering to the purchase of many family farms through ELCA Good Gifts  
but pivoted quickly when we learned that one of our Shepherd households was in the process of bringing a  
Ukrainian refugee family into their home. Within those few short weeks of the Advent season, we were able to  
cover the great cost of this process. We look forward to more ways we can welcome the foreigner as our neighbor 
here at Shepherd.  
 

I began 2022 with hopes of many more events and adventures for our community here at Shepherd. But as each 

month came and went, I saw that God showed up in the amazing ways we engaged with one another and those  

beyond our doors. From last minute mission trip changes to shifting Advent offerings, to caring for a family we  

have never met, wishing for them a safe place to live and grow. We do all of this as a community, together,  

knowing that God has brought us to this place and time alongside one another, to support each other, to grow in  

our understanding of where and how God is calling us alongside one another, and to use the strength that comes 

from that to care for others beyond our walls. Looking forward to seeing this continue in 2023 alongside you all.  
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SHAUN HALLAND, 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC & WORSHIP 

 
 

As I complete my sixth month at Shepherd, I remain grateful for the opportunity to serve this wonderful 
congregation. I’m grateful for the work of Jean Johnson, who led this ministry on a longer-than-anticipated 
interim basis. She gracefully guided the ship through uncertain times and provided opportunities for  
musicians to share their gifts. My initial goals have revolved around building relationships and discovering 
the gifts that all can bring to our music and worship life. We have four ensembles that enhance our worship 
on a regular basis: Praise Band, Celebration Choir, JuBELLation Bell Choir and Liturgical Singers. In addition, 
we have heard from individual musicians on several occasions who have provided special music.  
 

When I first arrived in July, Praise Band was the ensemble that I interacted with the most. With summer 
worship outdoors, it was a quick learning curve to understanding how that particular set-up and tear-down 
works. There is significant work that takes place each week for that to happen and without the Praise 
Band’s willingness, it would not happen. The core group of musicians are always willing to go above and  
beyond to share their passion for God through their music ministry. As we have moved inside this fall/
winter, that dedication occurs on a weekly basis, and we are so blessed by their presence each Sunday 
morning at 10am. We continue to grow and invite new musicians all the time. 
 

When September rolled around, it was time to begin rehearsals for our Celebration Choir and JuBELLation 
Bell Choir. As we have just come through a pandemic that affected everything we do in worship, churches 
across the world faced uncertainty. Many questions remained, namely would worship return to “normal”?  
I would argue that we have not and maybe never will return to the way things were. We now know much 
more about the ability of technology to spread our worship to the entire globe. However, the business of 
doing worship remains intact and our ensembles returned to a relatively routine schedule of rehearsals  
and leading worship. I’m pleased that many of our choir members returned and that we welcomed new  
members in both Celebration and JuBELLation. I look forward to continuing to grow these vital ministries. 
Please know that ALL are welcome as your schedule allows-we’d love to have you join these vital  
communities. 
 

Many other musicians and volunteers share their time and talents in order for our worship to happen.  
We are blessed with the Liturgical Singers, who offer their gifts twice monthly at our 8am worship service. 
We’ve also heard from several soloists, both vocal and instrumental. The music provided enhances our 
praise of God week in and week out. We also have several sound tech volunteers who give much time to 
ensure smooth operating sound each week. I’d also like to thank Ronni Winn, who ensures that our  
worship is available to ALL through our online worship each week. Our doors remain open to the world  
because of Ronni’s work. We also owe a debt of gratitude to our lay readers, ushers, and altar guild.  
Without these folks, our worship does not happen. 
 

Looking forward to 2023, I’m excited to continue building this vital and essential ministry. I will look to  
engage more folks in our ensembles and special music offerings. We also look forward to several Song of 
Shepherd Events this coming spring as well as a youth music camp offered alongside VBS this coming July.  
I envision a healthy and robust music and worship ministry here at Shepherd in the years to come and  
invite you to support this ministry however best it suits you. Thank you for the opportunity to serve in  
this vocation. 
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JILENE YLONEN, 
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

 
 

This past year was to be entered into with open hearts and minds as we welcomed our new toddler  
students. In January we started off with 7, by September we doubled in size to 14 and moved to a 
new room. The students, staff and their families are very excited for this transition, and we enjoy  
having the program! 
 
It was wonderful for preschool to mostly be back to normal this school year. There were some minor 
COVID-19 interruptions, but it was so nice to be back to the new normal. The preschool philosophy of 
hands-on learning has been enhanced with COVID-19 safety protocols; the past two years we were 
able to spend more time exploring nature, and being outside. The preschoolers enjoy spending time 
out back, observing at the pond, going for walks around the building and observing our ducks every 
spring. Sticks, rocks, tree cookies and other natural elements spark imaginative play on the preschool 
playground. We look forward to adding a sensory board to the playground this summer that is being 
designed and made for us by Owen, as his Eagle Scout Project. 
 
The preschool remains strong with 70 children enrolled this year. The needs of families continue to 
lean towards full-day programs. Therefore, it was decided this year to move to an additional full-day 
and half-day combination classroom. 
 
A special thank you to all our volunteers who have helped make these moves and transitions happen! 
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ALLYSON THIELE, 
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 

 
 

2022 was a busy year at Shepherd of the Hills. Being new to the position I could not answer to 
what happened throughout the year, so I took the time to read Miranda’s Governing Board  
reports. There is a lot going on here. Below are just a few of the highlights: 
 We received two HVAC rebates from the Furnace/AC unit installed in December 2021. 
 A water bottle filling station was installed. 
 We received a Wellness Grant from St. Paul Area Chamber. 
 Shepherd remains a polling site for the City of Shoreview/Ramsey County. 
 Our rain gardens continue to thrive. We have a native garden and pollinator garden in the  

back yard area. We are so grateful to our outdoor team for their hours of work in creating  
a beautiful gathering area with garden benches. 

 Emerald ash borer has affected the ash trees on our grounds. We had two large ones removed 
and will address having more removed in 2023.  

 White Glove team, led by Nancy Timp, started meeting again. We are so grateful for all the  
work they do around this building! 

 The Fix-It team comes in on the 3rd Wednesday of the month and goes around the building 
taking care of small repairs. Again, we are so grateful! 

 An electrical issue in the Preschool wing in mid-July led to the discovery of a power supply  
compromise due to fiber optic installation back in February 2021. We are working with  
Comcast and their installation company on a resolution. 

 We changed from an analog fax line to an efax line. 
 Preschool room remodeling was completed in August.   
 We incurred a costly elevator repair. 
 A new vendor was contracted for our security/fire alarm system. 
 A grant was submitted to FEMA that if awarded would help us upgrade security around this 

property for the staff, worshippers and the Preschool. 
 
As you can see things haven’t slowed down around here. We have had upgrades, repairs and  
remodels. What amazes me, though, is the number of people that come through the church  
doors to help keep this space running smoothly and looking fresh. Thank you to all of you who  
give, not just financially, but through your time and sweat. You are appreciated! 
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JOY TEAM, 
SUBMITTED BY LONI BAUMGARTNER 

 
 

Fill your life with giving experiences….that’s what the Joy Team works to help others do. 

 

Our hands-on events are the Days of Service held twice each year. We are blessed to be able to again start our 

events with a fabulous potluck and then move into a choice of 14-16 projects. It’s a day filled with smiles,  

laughter, and joy! Team members then spend the rest of the week delivering these projects to our ministry  

partners. 

 

These activities and others throughout the year are made possible by Thrivent grants.  

This year we have had 80 grants ….  

A HUGE thank you to those who have donated 10-15 minutes of their time to make all of these offerings possible. 

 

Each month we also concentrate donation efforts of specific items. We often request these items for Ralph  

Reeder, but also for Blessing Bags, Crisis Nursery, Open Hands Midway, Bridging and so much more. It manages  

to keep our team of eight quite busy. 

 

Next year we look forward to again having our monthly giving focuses and our Days of Service.  

Thank you to everyone for all you do. 
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KIDAMALI PARTNERSHIP, 
SUBMITTED BY TIM KANE 

 
 

This year we provided scholarships to ten students who went to three different schools.  
We have been looking at our scholarship pledges differently than in the past. Rather than  
just coming up with an amount to pledge we have been trying to look at the total cost for  
a student to complete their education. This way if a student is given a scholarship, we know  
they will be able to have it continue. While the scholarship amounts and inflation can vary,  
at present we are projecting that to complete six years the cost would be about $3,500.  
 
 

 

Pictures of the students who are receiving scholarships.  
First picture: Mtera School – Faraja Tweve, Innocent Nsemwa, Aron Luvanda, Joshua Myumbiwa, Junior Kiswaga. 
Second picture: Pommern School – Bryan Nkenja, Bless Kyando, Godlove Mwageni, Meshack Kisoma.  
Third Picture: Image School —Elizabeth Kibiki 
 

In March, Kidamali was selected to host the Theological Education for Extension phase 2  
in Western District of Iringa Diocese. Parishes in Tanzania will establish preaching points  
where congregations will be set up and possibly expand to the point of becoming a parish  
on their own. The Parish Pastor will visit the various preaching points, but in their absence  
an Evangelist will be present. This education was for Evangelists. Shepherd funded two  
Evangelists from the Kidamali parish.  
Please pray for good weather for the farmers in the area, for the Church leadership and  

for God’s blessings upon the Kidamali parish. 
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OPEN HANDS MIDWAY OUTREACH, 
SUBMITTED BY MARGE SALSTROM 

 
 

O ff e r i n g  f r ee  p r og ra m s t o  t h e  gu e st s  t h at  Op en  H an d s  M id w a y se r ve s  t a k es  co n s id er ab le  
fi n a n c i a l  r es ou rc e s .  A s  a  s m al l  n on p ro fit  or g an iz a tion ,  i t  i s  s o me tim es  h a rd  t o  r a i se   
a w a ren e ss  o f  t h e  go od  w or k  t h e y  a re  d o in g  in  t h e  co mmu n it y .  W it h  t h at  s a id ,  w e  h op e  y ou  
w i l l  c on s id er  fi n an c i a l l y  s u p p o rti n g  O p e n  Ha n d s  t h rou gh ou t  t h e  ye ar .  We  wou ld  l i ke  t o  a s k  
y o u  t o  s p r ead  t h e  w o rd  ab ou t  w h a t  we  d o  at  O p en  Han d s  M id w a y so  ot h er s  m a y k n o w  
a b ou t  u s  an d  c on s id er  su p p o rtin g  u s  as  w e l l .  A l l  o f  o u r  p ro g ra m s a re  f r ee  o f  c h ar ge  t o   
th e  gue st s  tha t  a re  s e r ved .  
A s  you  c on s i d e r  m ak i n g  a  con t r ib u tion ,  y ou  ma y b e  in t er e st ed  in  k n o w in g  t h at  a s  o f   
S ep t em b e r  3 0 ,  20 22 …  
  · w e  h av e  se r ved  9 ,9 56  f re e  me al s  on  M on d a y  a n d  Wed n es d ay  

 ·  50 ,17 1  p o u n d s  o f  f re e  f o od  w er e  d i s t r ib u t ed  at  ou r  me al  p ro g ra m s  

 ·  39 ,89 9  p o u n d s  o f  f re e  f o od  w er e  g iv en  ou t  a t  t h e  f o od  sh e l f  

 ·  23 ,15 3  p o u n d s  o f  f re e  f re sh  f ru i t s  an d  v eg et ab l e s  w er e  d i s t r ib u t ed  at  t h e  

                      f a l l  p rod u ce  d i s t r ib u tion  e ven t  

T he  Op en  H and s  web s i te  ha s  an  enti re  p a ge  d ed i cat ed  t o  wa y s  you  c an  s uppo rt  the i r   

w o r k  an d  m i s s i on :  openhandsmidway.or g  

 

S h ep h e rd  i s  co mm itt e d  t o  p ro v i d in g  v o l u n t ee rs  t o  p r ep  an d  s er ve  m ea l s  t o  Op en  H an d s .   

A l l  vo lu n t ee r s  n eed  t o  s ign  u p  on l i n e  at  le a st  on e  we e k in  a d van c e .   

G o t o  t h e  "M in i s t r ie s "  p a ge  o f  ou r  S h ep h er d  we b s i t e  a t  sohsv.or g  an d  s e l e ct  t h e  Op en  

H a n d s  M id w a y o p tio n  t o  a c c es s  t h e  s i gn - u p  t o  vo lu n t ee r .   

F o r  m or e  in f o r matio n ,  p l ea s e  r ea c h  ou t  t o  S i s t er  T as h in a  o r  M ar g e  Sa l s t r om .  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4da4a623a1fac52-monday
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RALPH REEDER FOOD SHELF OUTREACH, 
SUBMITTED BY SUE OLTMAN 

 
 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church has had a long relationship with  
Ralph Reeder Food Shelf and Community Resource Center.  It is a Community  
Education Program of the Mounds View School District that was established  
in 1982 first by concerned teachers who knew that students coming to school 
hungry cannot succeed in school. Ralph Reeder provides food, basic needs,  
and connections to other services to any school district family as well as all  
low income, food insecure individuals living in the school district area.  
To meet the growing demand for services, Ralph Reeder depends on generosity 
of volunteers and on regular donations of dollars and food from churches,  
clubs and individuals. All donations are tax deductible.  
 

Through our regular collections of food, supplies and money, Shepherd of the 
Hills has collected 4,450 pounds of food and toiletry items for Ralph Reeder  
Food Shelf this year. Our Shepherd family donated 265 toys and 31 gift cards  
in the recent Christmas Joy collection.  
 
During our Days of Service collections in the spring and fall, plus our Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Joy collections, Shepherd families have been very generous in  
giving.  About a dozen individuals from Shepherd are part of managing this  
ministry.   
 

If you are interested in volunteering directly with Ralph Reeder, there are many 
different jobs to be done: shoppers who assist participants with food orders,  
answering phones and setting up appointments, greeting and directing guests, 
stocking food shelves, seasonal help with Free Farmers Markets, Good Neighbor 
Back-to-School Program, and more.  You can learn more and fill out a volunteer 
interest form at:  
foodshelf@moundsviewschools.org  or call 651-621-6280 
 

Ralph Reeder is located in a strip mall near the southwest corner of County Rd I 
and Mounds View Blvd. (old Hwy 10). Address: 2544 Mounds View Blvd.  
 

In the first 10 months of 2022, January through October, Ralph Reeder served 
34,861 people in a total of 17,077 households.  This does not include the busy 
Thanksgiving through Christmas season, as those numbers are reported early  
in the new year.   
 

It is obvious that there is need in our school district and community, and I feel  
so glad that Shepherd of the Hills Church steps up to help fill those needs. 
 

mailto:foodshelf@moundsviewschools.org
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LYN MINISTRY, 
SUBMITTED BY JOAN KAPAUN & MARY EVANSON 

 
 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength,  
and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Luke 10:27 

  
Transpor-

tation 
Communion 
and/or visits 

Errands 

Note Writing 
Phone 
Checks 

Baptisms 
Monthly Treat Deliveries/

Lunch Bunch (June) 
Misc. 

(Kathy 
Hoeschen) 

Jan 1 - - 28 10   
May Your Star Word 

Guide Your Year = 31 

Communion in homes was  
suspended due to upswing of 

COVID-19 

Feb 1 - - 28 26   
Happy Valentine’s Day = 

31 
  

Mar 3 8 3 28 10 1 
We are “cereal”-sly glad 

to know you = 30 
Resumed communion in 

homes 

Apr 0 15 1 0 15   
Delivered 44 

  
Easter Flowers 

May 1 5 2 25 2 3 
We’re fishing for you to 
return to Lunch Bunch = 

31 
  

June 10 7 3 28 55 2 
Lunch Bunch = 32 13 

bags delivered 
  

July 3 8 1 28 45   
Lunch Bunch = 32 

  
13 bags delivered 

Aug 3 12 0 0 45   
Lunch Bunch = 26 

  
13 bags delivered 

Sept 2 12 0 0 45   
Lunch Bunch = 27 

  
12 bags delivered  

Oct 2 12 0 0 45   
Lunch Bunch = 32 6 people helped move 

rooms in assisted living 
12 bags delivered  

Nov   7 1   45   Lunch Bunch = 32 42 Poinsettia plants  

Dec 4 16 1 28 45   Lunch Bunch = 28 3 Poinsettia plants  

Love Your Neighbor (LYN) caregivers do what someone would do for a friend…they are members of Shepherd of 
the Hills and volunteer to serve others by offering assistance during times of need. A non-member that we are 
serving is so very appreciative of the transportation that we are able to provide him. A member of our Lunch 
Bunch group wrote: “Thank you for all you do for the Lunch Bunch...it is so nice to have this special day every 
month to look forward to…God Bless and Thank YOU!” 
 

We are very excited to report that Shepherd’s LYN Ministry is back in full swing after needing to change what we 
did during the pandemic. We have resumed all of our activities including restarting Lunch Bunch in June. We con-
tinue to remember those friends who are unable to come to church with a small monthly themed goodie bag 
that is delivered to them by some of our transportation volunteers. 
 

Our caregivers assist people with services such as: meals, transportation, errands (groceries, prescriptions), visits, 
and sharing the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Another area of LYN Ministry includes note writing to members 
of our congregation. Thank you to Kathy Hoeschen for her dedication to writing notes each month. This activity 
will now be shared by 4-5 of our LYN Ministers.  
  

A huge “thank you” to all the volunteers that continue to make LYN Ministry happen!  
 

                                     From January 2022 – November 2022 LYN Ministry provided the following services: 
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HOLY HAMMERS OUTREACH, 
SUBMITTED BY PETE EVANSON 

 
 

This year was a year that was closer to normal after going through the major part of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Due to the reduced staffing available, some projects from 2021 were not completed, 
thus our first calling was to finish a home that had been started last year. It was nice to have shelter, 
electricity, and running water compared to starting from scratch. Most of the home had been  
completed. Some interior dry walling needed finishing as well as the garage and landscaping. 
 
We finished up our Holy Hammers build schedule with a refinishing of an older Twin Cities Habitat 
for Humanity Home. The first set of homeowners were enabled to move into a new home.  
This older home needed some loving care to both repair some water damage and update some of 
the fixtures to current standards. 
 
Shepherd of the Hills again exceeded our commitments for volunteer hours and financial support 
that we had made earlier in the planning process. It was also very nice to welcome back the lunches 
provided by each of the churches. Many comments were made by the fellow volunteers from other 
churches and the staff that, “the Shepherd lunches are the best.” 
 
Planning sessions will start again soon for 2023. The current system of online only sign-ups has been 

working very well for Holy Hammers and the Habitat staff. The online system eliminated paper and 

multiple spreadsheets that were difficult to keep in sync. It also makes visible to all of the churches 

simultaneously what days need extra help. I don’t see any big changes here as it is working well.  








