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Welcome
Summer!

Pay Attention!
God is everywhere �
Renee Patterson
Senior Pastor
651.288.2253
pastorrenee@shepherdshoreview.org

"The secret things belong to the Lord our God…" (Deuteronomy 29:29)
I’ll never forget the first time I read this verse. I was reading through the Bible in a year (pre-seminary), and I
remember pondering so long on that one verse that I got behind on my reading for that day . It was a beautiful
sunny morning; the bees were humming and as I read that one verse it caused me to stop and pay attention to the
secret things that God was revealing to me in that serendipitous moment.
"The secret things belong to the Lord our God…" That same verse has been with me ever since in SO many ways.
I have revisited it when I needed to trust God on the unsure path I was being called to travel. I have recited it when
I was frustrated at something that was causing me to stumble. Can I get an amen about the collective frustration of
the past 2+ years?
Here’s what I have discovered in my ponderings of this verse: God is everywhere...all the time. While I have always
known that on a cognitive level, in my ponderings I have discovered it on a deeper and spiritual level as well. It has
caused me to wonder if God marvels, and even gets a little giddy, when we notice all the marvelous ways our God is
present for us, in the big ways and the little secret ways that have been planted and plotted for us to discover.
Since discovering this verse it’s been one of my favorites, because it comes at the end of God renewing God’s
covenant with His people. In this passage He is reminding them that He has always been, and always will be, with
them as He reminds them to pay attention to His ways. God promises to be with them, blessing them and journeying
with them in all of their travels. This remains true for all of God's children, always. It is at the end of this grand and
holy reminder that we find this verse: The secret things belong to God.
I have shared this story before, but it bears sharing again. Jan Brainard was a member of the first church I served,
and one of the church gardeners. She called me outside one sunny day to look at the lilies that were growing on the
side lawn. I (reluctantly) went outside to see the flowers. I complimented her on her fantastic growing skills and as I
was turning to go back inside to work on the sermon Jan said, “Pastor Renee, you need to really look at those
flowers.” And sure enough, tucked deep inside was the tiniest, wee-little frog. It felt like a secret thing that God had
planted there for me to discover. God (and Jan) helped remind me to slow down and pay attention! It has been in
those secret moments where God has always seemed to do some of His best work in my life. I’m busy with my plans
(always with the plans!) and seemingly out of nowhere God brings a surprise.
So, my friends, as you make your plans this summer remember to make space (and time) to look for the things that
God has planted for you to discover. Be aware of the serendipitous moments that God places in your path, because
God is ALWAYS there surrounding you. Praise be to God for that!
In One Discovering Peace,
Pastor Renee

Shepherd’s Governing Board
… and His Spirit will gather them together….
~ Isaiah 34:16
Outdoor Worship
With warmer weather (finally) we are excited for the
return of our Sunday morning outdoor parking lot
worship. We have heard some wonderings about why
we are returning to that worship style while COVID-19
infection rates remain low. Originally, we had assumed
that our people wanted it back (by popular demand),
but then thought we should actually ASK what you
would like. We sent out a survey and the majority
wanted summer outdoor worship to be offered at the
10:00am service time with us moving inside if
inclement weather happens. The 8:00am service will
remain inside.
Confirmation Retreat
We had a great Confirmation weekend retreat on April
29-30. Your entire Shepherd pastoral staff was present
as we all learned about other faith traditions. We
visited the Hindu Temple in Maple Grove and learned
about Hinduism. Saturday morning brought us to Beth
El Synagogue in St Louis Park as we learned about
Judaism and were invited to join them for lunch.
Saturday afternoon was an in-house visit by Dr Jeffries
and his daughter Imam as they shared about their
Muslim faith. It was a GREAT time of learning. We have
had some interest in this being an adult learning
opportunity in the future.
LYN Ministry
Lunch Bunch is returning! On June 8th we will be
inviting our Lunch Bunch crew back to Shepherd.
This is a space to gather, share fellowship, and break
bread together. We are ecstatic to see this beloved
program return.
KidZone Gets Beached
With KidZone ending for the school year, we begin
Beach on June 12th. We’ll follow a similar style with
one minor change throughout the summer months.
Each week we will take a different portion of a Bible
story and spend one month with it to allow children to
get a deeper understanding of these stories from
different angles. The various learning themes will cater
to the diverse learning styles of our kiddos all the
while getting their bodies moving outside.

Summer Happenings
There are so many! We will have TWO different book
studies offered, one that will meet bi-weekly and one
that will meet monthly. The two books are Love is the
Way by Bishop Michael Curry and Jesus and the
Disinherited by Howard Thurmon. Limited copies are
available free at the Welcome Desk. The meeting times
are on Sundays either in-between services at the
Gathering (aka Donut Time) or after the second service.
We are also offering multiple opportunities for our
members to engage in conversation on the updating of
our constitution that will be introduced at our next
annual meeting.
We will have four different meeting times and will
publicize these extensively for our members to know
the why’s and how's of constitutional updating.
Also, we are drafting a schedule for our committees
and teams to host our Gathering Time. The committee/
team leads will be in charge of arranging this with their
individual teams. This intentional connecting time will
give the teams a chance to highlight their ministry,
answer any questions on what their ministry teams do
and invite people to join them. Each team will have 3-5
Sundays per year to host.
Preschool Room
Plans for adding another preschool classroom for the
fall are moving forward. This classroom will allow us to
add an additional 17 students to the program. Thank
you to the Fix It group and all those who are helping
with the set up! Furniture and materials are in the
space having been donated from our parents,
purchased with grant funds, or donated by our
community.

Your Shepherd Governing Board,
Dave Webb, Chair
Deb Kohen, Vice Chair
Elizabeth Kohen, Treasurer
Joshua Koepp, Secretary
Lynn Mears
Anna Grace
Sally Peters
Kristen Goligowski
Pastor Renee Patterson

Happy Summer Shepherd folks!
“Is that new or used?” This is a question I often get as I toss a toilet plunger into the
back of a van at the last minute before heading off on a youth trip. Packing the
essentials is always important and I learned early on in my youth ministry career that
there is never a plunger when you need it. Especially when you have a van full of
teenagers who have been riding stationary for far too long after eating far too many
tacos. And as unappealing as that may sound, it is also one of the things I love about
youth trips. We get to see the humanity of one another.
Sister Tashina Good
Deacon

Whether it is one overnight retreat or a full week there is something holy about
651.288.2261
sistertashina@shepherdshoreview.org
loading up a van (or two or three) with excited young people and enough supplies
to last a month, toilet plunger and all, and hitting the open road with honks and
waves from parents. From epic singing and nervous chatter about what to expect coupled with interesting gas
station finds and lack of adequate rest stops when needed, these road trips are always an adventure for the
memory books.
Then comes the week itself. Exploring Indigenous cultures, learning about poverty and justice in the farmland
USA, serving meals at dusk through a night ministry in downtown Chicago, a group of youth singing praise songs
at the top of their lungs in the desert, leaking air mattress, canoeing rapids… the list goes on and on and each one
has a rich story behind it with the voice of young people experiencing God in new ways. And experiencing one
another in new ways, building community through shared experiences. Each day begins with devotions and ends
with worship. It may be long days sleeping on a church basement floor with cafeteria like food at every meal, but
it is absolutely amazing and again, there is something holy in it.
When I think of summer worship, I envision teenagers washing one
another’s feet. I think of late-night conversations about the
existence of God and how in the world does the Trinity work.
I think of feeding hungry people and seeing young people
experience what life is like for another person.
Truly humbling and holy.
I am so excited for our 13 youth and 3 adults heading to the Quad
Cities along the Illinois/Iowa border this June 18-24 and I invite you
to pray for them and be ready to hear all about their adventures
upon our return.
Oh, and the toilet plunger is new. Once we use it somewhere we
leave it there. It is obvious they need it more than we do. I have
gone through 6 in my 12 years of youth trips. The things you would
never think you need to know.
See you in church,
Sister Tashina

John 5:17
—
But Jesus answered them,
“My Father is still working, and I am also working.”

Friends, it’s nearly summer. (I should finish with an “!” but winter
remains my favorite.) The greening of grass from the spring rains, the hostas
OH THE hostas!!!! And so much more bears the reminder of
creation singing for joy. We often look to the summer as an opportunity to get
out and enjoy the world without several extra layers. To see the wonder of the
stream or the warmth of the sun on our backs as we play and run and bike and
everything in between.

Brice Bloxham
Associate Pastor
651.288.2264
pastorbrice@shepherdshoreview.org

It also tells me that God is still creating. To borrow an excerpt from a recent sermon text, “My Father is still
working, and I am also working.” Friends, while the act of corporate worship is vitally important to who we
are as a community rooted in Christ, there is so much more to being a follower of our
Saviour Jesus than sitting in the pews on Sundays. Get outside, enjoy what the outside world has to offer and
while you’re at it, find ways to celebrate what our God has done.
One way I have found to be a great way do this is through outdoor ministry. Many of you know I spent five
summers serving as a camp counselor at Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp Inc. Located in Amery, WI
this place of grace was a splendid retreat nestled on a wonderful peninsula surrounded by two different
lakes. During an average week, 300 kiddos would arrive at Camp Wapo on Sunday afternoons for a week of
study, worship, play, and fellowship. It was a beautiful thing to see and behold. One thing would happen
every week without fail no matter what cabin or the group. The kids would arrive, they’d be timid, a little
awkward and unsure. Tuesday would arrive and their shells would start to crack and we would be able to see
more and more of their personalities. Finally, Friday would come and they would be difficult to corral to go
home. In this, bonds would form with their cabin-mates as they had the chance to get to know one another,
and feel situations out as friendships were made. Often times, these relationships would last from one
summer to the next.
In addition to the importance of worship, I view camp and outdoor ministry similarly. They are all
incredibly important. Weeks at camp are un-replicable. There is no other place where a student arrives and
turns their devices off, says goodbye to their families for five days and for the next 120 hours is
entirely engaged with the camp schedule. I love that in these spaces the kids are given free rein to figure out
what their faith is all about, learn deeper, worship fuller, and not be distracted by the things that would pull
them away from this focus. I cannot sing the praises of this type of ministry enough. I am thankful for camps
and what they do. As we send our youth to camp this summer, may we remember them in prayer while we
hope for fair weather as they enjoy their time in intentional community.
Found with you in Christ,
Pastor Brice

Worshipping in Summer
Several options for me….
Lake Superior’s North Shore was extra-alive this spring! All the runoff from
snow and heavy rainfalls made the rivers pour their strength down the river path.
My husband and I visited Gooseberry Falls in early May and were transfixed by
the power in the water.

Jean Johnson
Interim Director of Music and
Worship
651.288.2254
music@shepherdshoreview.org

We’d been there other times and could easily walk into the middle of the river bed – the water flow was
minimal. No way this year! The air’s energy was strong; the water sang (almost shouted!); the river’s edges
worked very hard to keep the water contained within its borders. I felt so tiny and yet so
blessed to be a part of that daily artistry.
God’s art – alive all year long, but, for me, seems particularly beautiful in the summer. I
look outside the window while writing this and notice the leaves that somehow unfolded
from tiny, tiny branches to show their particular beauty. The clouds in the distance
predict a rainstorm – somehow the black clouds mean extra God power to me –
thunderstorms delight me.
I was afraid of thunderstorms when younger. But my dad told me the thunder was
simply God bowling and the lightning was made when angels struck their swords
together in their fencing practice. That eased my fear and as I grew older, it enhanced
my sense of awe in God.
The growing green grass will drink in the rain…and that reminds me of the rainbow last week– a full rainbow
across the sky. I’ve never seen one so brilliant and so close! I was sure the rainbow ended in my back yard.
Can you tell I’m fascinated and blessed with God’s great art and strength? Yes, I am! So grateful.
A dear friend wrote this in 2010 – it showed up again on Facebook and it rings even more true!
Thank you, Laura, for your heart for God.
“Loving the songs of the world around me, birds, crickets, wings of fluttering butterflies…
these are the words that speak to me, this is God's gift…’and the Greatest of these is Love’
...there are many resentments and much anger in the world...let love remove these and
move us closer to serenity and peace....I wish this for you, as I ask it for myself...”
May you find worship more clearly and deeply this summer. May you be intrigued by the specific details of a leaf
or a cloud formation or a fragrance in the wind that you just can’t quite define. May you find God in every day,
every face, every flower.
You wonderful Shepherd family, you! Words can’t express how deeply
grateful I am for your love and support these past months. Worship and
What a wonderful world!
music can strengthen all of us—and God is in the midst of it all. I will
Jean
appreciate being in the midst God’s presence in the North Shore this
summer, thanks to your generous gift certificate. I treasure you all.

Summer, oh summer … oh how we have longed for you! Like most of you,
I welcome spring and love to feel the warmth that summer brings. I enjoy
the transition to the warm days and sunny skies. For me though, summer is
also a time to “catch my breath”. The school year has ended, fall plans are
being finalized, and next year’s plans are being looked at.
“Catching my breath” is a time to reflect on what worked during the school
year and what needed to be adjusted. Summer is a great time for
reflection, which is much needed. How do we know the true impact of
things if we don’t take the time to contemplate the pros and cons? For

Miranda Oliver
Director of Operations
651.288.2255
Operations@shepherdshoreview.org

me personally when it comes to my role at Shepherd: I am thinking about projects within the building.
What went well? What needs to be done in the future? Are important questions involved in my
reflection. Are we engaging many people in all forms of stewardship? In addition, what can I change
as a person to help serve Shepherd better? Quite an exhausting list! Those warm summer breezes and
beautiful sunshine filled days gives me a literal zap of energy.
Waves crashing on the lakeside, birds chirping, lawnmowers running and plants blooming. Simple
things that are often overlooked. God’s simple way of reminding me to slow down and enjoy creation.
I encourage you to take time to “catch your breath” and connect more deeply with God during these
summer months. Much peace to all of you this summer!

We have an amazing kitchen ? This kitchen is licensed by
Ramsey County therefore it means that all that use the
space must have received training. Look for this coming in
this summer!

How can one support Shepherd financially?




Mail in your offertory envelopes
Give online on our Giving Page
Text To Give - Simply send a text with the word GIVE to 651-412-7495
with the amount you would like to contribute.
 List Shepherd as your beneficiary
 Transfer Stock to Shepherd
With any questions regarding giving, please contact Miranda.

Jilene Ylonen
Preschool Director
651.288.2256
preschool@shepherdshoreview.org

Join us for VBS
July 18th-21st
9 am - noon
3years – 5th grade
$25 per student
Register on our website
HERE
(sohsv.org )

In February 2022 Shepherd’s Governing Board approved a Constitution
Committee to review and propose changes to the Constitution to bring
us in alignment with the current practices of Shepherd. We invite you
to join us for some conversation around these changes and a time to
answer any questions you may have.

Constitution Conversations
All Shepherd members are invited to join the
Constitution Committee for information and
discussion around the upcoming proposed
changes to our Constitution:




July 12th, 6:30-7:30pm

July 17th 9am-10am (during Donut Time)


July 26th 6:30-7:30pm

Our Summer Youth
Mission Trip to
Quad Cities, IL will
take place June 1824. We invite you
to pray for the 13
youth and 3 adults
who will be
heading out for
fun, learning,
community
building, service
work, and faith
formation.
A year and a half ago this image was shared with
the world after our congregation voted to become
a RIC congregation through our welcome
statement: We, at Shepherd of the Hills, welcome
all who are seeking God’s love and grace.
We welcome all because God welcomes all,
regardless of ethnicity or culture, sexual
orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
or relationship status. We welcome all without
regard to addictions, physical or mental health,
imprisonment or former imprisonment,
socio-economic circumstances, or anything that
too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.
As we step into Pride Month (June) it is the perfect
time to remind ourselves and our neighbors what
it means when we say all are welcome here.
Important questions to ask alongside that are:
How are we doing this well? Where are we falling
short? Feel free to reach out to the pastoral staff
(Pastor Renee, Sister Tashina, or Pastor Brice) if
you have thoughts or questions!

Weekly Bible Study:
Wednesdays at 1 pm IN PERSON
in the Narthex and 6:30pm via Zoom
only. Join us to discuss the upcoming
scripture text and learn together.

SUMMER 2022 BOOK STUDIES
Shepherd has 20 of each book
available to the first 20 people
Jesus and the Disinherited
by Howard Thurman,
Martin Luther King Jr’s
spiritual advisor.
Shepherd's Contemplative
Practice group has been
learning much through the
lens of Howard Thurman's
teachings and this is a
wonderful way to expand
that learning to the whole of Shepherd.
This book study will take place once a
month on Sundays from 11am-12noon
onsite at Shepherd:
June 5: Chapter 1 & 2
July 10: Chapter 3 & 4
August 14: Chapter 5 & Epilogue

Love is the Way, by the Most
Reverend Bishop Michael
Curry. The Rev. Michael
Curry is the Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church USA.
He has preached at the
weddings of British royalty
around expansive love and
this book is a deeper look on
what that love looks like
through the lens of people of God.
This book study will take place biweekly on
Sundays from 9am-10am onsite at Shepherd:
June 12: Intro, Chapters 1 & 2
June 26: Chapters 3 & 4
July 10: Chapters 5 & 6
July 24: Chapters 7 & 8
August 7: Chapters 9 & 10
August 21: Chapters 11 & 12

Exciting News from the
Love Your Neighbor (LYN Ministry) Team!!
Drum roll please!
We are so excited to let you know that our LYN Ministry opportunities have resumed!
We are once again providing transportation to medical appointments, errands, meals
and sharing the sacrament of Holy Communion to those unable to get to church on a
regular basis.
What does that mean for our church family?
If you need rides to a medical appointment… If you need a few meals while recovering
from surgery… If you can’t get to Sunday worship services and you would like to receive
the sacrament of Holy Communion… If you need a little help with grocery shopping or
running errands (picking up prescriptions, etc.) or if you have a request that’s not
listed…. Just call Joan Kapaun (651-491-8046) or Mary Evanson (651-766-6851) to talk
about how a LYN member can serve you.

Ralph Reeder’s Most Needed Items for Summer 2022
Kid Friendly Food:










Granola Bars
Fruit Snacks
Cereal Bars
Cereal
Juice
Microwavable Meals
Pudding
Crackers
Chips

Shepherd of the Hills
3920 N Victoria Street
Shoreview, MN 55126
sohsv.org
651.483.5419
Email:
staff@shepherdshoreview.org

