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WONDER:
Where do
YOU see it?
I think I can sum up my life — particularly my spiritual life — in one word: distracted.

Renee Patterson
Senior Pastor

One Sunday, I had a meeting after our services and then a birthday celebration
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for a former church member. During worship, all I could think about was the

upcoming meeting. During the meeting, all I could think about was the birthday celebration I was going to be late to.

During the birthday celebration, since I was returning to a church I once worked at, all I could think of was who I
would say "hi" to and with whom I hoped to avoid a conflict. Physically present, mentally distant. Distracted.
The world does a great job straining the joy and wonder out of our lives. Part of that has to with the fact that we
move through life way too fast. There are so many things to do, so many demands to give in to, deadlines to beat,
meetings to attend. We live a life of move, move, move and do, do, do.
The question I am pondering is “Why is that doing so important?” I am reminded of this ponderance from a recent
message interchange with a church member. As we were exchanging text messages, she finally sends the message
that she is being called back to pay attention to what she was doing…playing in the sandbox with her granddaughter

who reminded her that she was in charge of “holding the sifter” and she was not paying attention to the more
important task at hand.  What her granddaughter was reminding her of was the simple gift of play and curiosity,
that leads to other fantastic things like joy and gratitude. Things that we so often call “child’s play.” When did we
decide that simply playing in the sandbox was a not a good use of our adult time?
When we're playing with our kids (or grandkids/nieces/nephews or dogs) we're thinking about that meeting that's
coming up. When we're out on a date, we're distracted by the thing someone said to us earlier in the week. When
we're on vacation, we're worried that the world will fall apart without us being there.
Human doing has replaced our call to be a human being. Abraham Heschel once wrote: "I did not ask for success;
I asked for wonder. And You gave it to me." I’m learning what a great prayer it is to ask God for wonder. As an adult,
I see that a lot of the world has lost its wonder.
My prayer is that I move from distracted to wonder-filled in my holy quest of discovering joy and the simple gifts that
God has placed right under my far-too-busy nose. Maybe you need to join me in that prayer?
I'm thankful for the (unintended) lesson that my friend’s granddaughter reminded me of— to be alive in the here and
now, to find excitement and joy in the things I'm doing and the things around me, to look at the world with awe and
wonder, and to be physically, mentally, and spiritually present—here and now.
May we all ask for wonder. Pastor Renee

Shepherd’s Governing Board
So then, welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and
honor people like him. ~ Philippians 2:29

Fun events coming up:
Discussing our welcoming statement
At the October Governing Board meeting, the Board
looked back at nine months of living with our
welcoming statement, which was adopted at our
2021 Annual Meeting via Zoom. This statement
appears on our website:
We, at Shepherd of the Hills, welcome all who
are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome
all because God welcomes all, regardless of
ethnicity or culture, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, or relationship
status. We welcome all without regard to
addictions, physical or mental health,
imprisonment or former imprisonment,
socio-economic circumstances, or anything that
too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.
At our October meeting, we discussed ideas for
how to live into our welcoming statement: How
can we be more welcoming of those who have felt
marginalized by traditional Christian churches?
We talked about how when we adopted our
mission statement (To reach, ignite, and empower
people for Jesus), we would constantly ask
ourselves, how can we reach out more, ignite
(give life and energy to) and empower, or make
people feel more powerful and confident in their
faith. In the same way, we can ask ourselves how
we can be more welcoming in all we do.
If you have ideas or just want to discuss, talk to
church staff or members of the Governing Board.

Pies for Praise is back this year! Store-bought pies in their
original container only on the Wednesday evening before
Thanksgiving.
“The Simplicity of Advent” will focus on the Advent words
of Peace-Hope-Love-Joy and Family Advent To Go kits.

Simplest things
Another discussion at the October Governing Board meeting
was, “What is one of the simplest things in your life that you
are most thankful for?” Favorite views from the deck,
sunshine and its warmth on skin, going for walks and
enjoying nature, a pet who lies down next to you and warms
your heart were some of the responses. Other responses
were Google photos and Facetime.
Governing Board Nominations committee is regrouping
Vice-chair Deb Kohen has volunteers able to serve on the
Nominations committee for the Governing Board in 2022.
If you feel called to serve on the Board as secretary or
member-at-large, please contact Deb or any other
Governing Board member.
Your Shepherd Governing Board,
Dave Webb, Chair
Deb Kohen, Vice Chair
Elizabeth Kohen, Treasurer
Gayle Nelson, Interim Secretary
Chriss Latterell
Lynn Mears
Sally Peters
Kristen Goligowski
Pastor Renee Patterson

Hello Shepherd Folks,
Does the world seem a tad overwhelming to you as of late? It sure feels that way to me.
Between COVID exhaustion and the economy coupled with global tensions and global
warming, all while trying to plan for the Advent/Christmas season, and as I am youth
minster, working on all things 2022 summer trips and fundraisers. I probably don’t need
to tell you that planning for anything beyond today, in this day and age, is rather
difficult if not near impossible. Top all that off with whatever else is going on in your life
and, well, you get it. It is just so much!

Sister Tashina Good
Deacon

As I sit in my office pondering the wails of the world, I am graced with a beautiful
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blue picture of a Pokémon hand drawn nearly two years ago by my now 8-yearold nephew, Cayden. He made it specifically for my office so I would remember him when I was working. As if I
could possibly ever forget this amazing person! As I look at this wonderful work of art, I cannot help but smile and
feel more at peace with the world. You see, this is so much more than a piece of artwork to me. It represents the
kindness and beautiful heart of a boy who sees the world in a much different and more amazing way than my often
-charred adult view can take on. A world filled with possibility, hope, and simple gifts.
You see, in March 2020 I had gone on a spring break trip with Cayden and the rest of our merry crew, arriving home
just as Minnesota went on quarantine. As he struggled to acclimate to an already hard year of 1 st grade now gone
distance learning, I recall mentioning to him that I missed his amazing artwork, now that I was working from home.
So, I asked if he would make me a new one for my home workspace. Art and Pokémon always seem to bring a smile
to that beautiful face, and he excitedly finished his homework so he could get to work on drawing a new picture for
me. The next day I was blessed with not only a brand-new Pokémon picture and a very happy boy, but it also
included a rainbow of hearts AND he had written out my name with what his mom described as so much patience
and care. He had spent the whole evening working on this without distraction. This new piece of artwork still hangs
on the side of a bookshelf next to my temporary home workspace. Each time I see it I cannot help but smile. Each
time he sees it he says, “Hey Auntie, remember when I made that for you?” Sometimes he gives me a quick hug
and sometimes he tells me about his latest artwork. It reminds me that there are so many simple joys in this life:
the excitement of a child whose talents are noticed and praised, a hug from someone we love, talking about the
things we are passionate about with someone who truly listens, the smell of
coffee in the morning, a smile from a stranger, a warm sweater as fall turns to
winter, the sound of laughter. The list goes on.
Such gifts are so easy to miss when the world and our day to day lives are
busy and filled with chaos and pressures. As we all begin our journey into a
busy holiday season, I invite you to take a moment each day (more than one if
you can) and pause, take a deep breath, and look around. Are there any
simple gifts of joy in your midst? The sunlight on colorful leaves maybe? A
realized half hour to call someone you love just because, perhaps? What
about a beautiful piece of art that causes you to wonder and smile? I pray for
those gifts and moments in your day! Today and every day.
See you in church, Sister Tashina

“11 When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad
the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite, heard about all

the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from
their homes and met together by agreement to go and
sympathize with him and comfort him.

12

When they saw

him from a distance, they could hardly recognize
him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their
robes and sprinkled dust on their heads.
Brice Bloxham
Associate Pastor
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Then they sat

on the ground with him for seven days and seven
nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how

great his suffering was.” Job 2: 11 -13

Simple Gifts. They seem simple right? Dropping off a plate of cookies to welcome new neighbors, letting someone
merge in front of you in the midst of ridiculous traffic, a little note of encouragement, paying it forward at the drive
thru when you see the three kids in the van behind you, driven by a frazzled parent (it might have been me).
Simple gifts are just that, simple. No extravagance, and often void of deep thought and planning. Just there,
in the moment.
The thing is, those simple gifts no matter how small they seem on the giver’s end, have the potential to bear deep
meaning followed by profound gratitude by the recipient. How often are we unaware of our impact of the small
things? I suspect we can all look back to a time when we received something like this and how much it meant to us.
Have you ever looked at the person who gave you the gift and thanked them and found they have no idea what
you’re talking about? Only after a little describing they respond with, “Oh, yeah! You’re welcome, it was my
pleasure.” We’ve all been there, on both sides I bet. How often do we not even remember doing it? Those are the
best! Simple gift, small gift, HUGE impact.
There is another gift that we can provide too, and that is time. The gift of time costs us nothing, and can reap
monumental fruits for the person on the receiving end. Spending an afternoon with a loved one healing from an
illness, grabbing coffee with a friend in the midst of crisis, sharing a meal with a member of your faith community
who often eats alone, these are prime examples of beautiful uses of our time. This gift of time is more than just
your time, it’s your presence.
There is a model that many assume in the church and throughout their community, “The Ministry of Presence.”
Often times when we think of the Ministry of Presence, we think about the leaders of the church assuming the role
of pastor and providing care. However, it is not a role wholly filled by the pastoral staff. We are all each of us called
into this space with our loved ones and friends. “This ministry of presence means that we will serve people even
when it might make us uncomfortable. We will stand with people in the midst of anxiety and fear.
Most importantly, in these difficult times we will be realists. We will not pretend things are better or worse than
they actually are.”1 The reality is, things aren’t always easy, and shall I dare say they can down right suck. In those
moments we may be invited to a place where we are invited to sit with the ones we love and simply be. We are not
there to fix anything, but instead, simply be.
Let’s look again at that text from the book of Job. After his family, property and money are taken from him, he is
left with nothing except his friends. Who sit with him. For seven days. Silent. That’s the ministry of presence. It’s a
simple gift, and something that we all have the chance to share when invited in. When you’re invited, go.
Found with you, in Christ,
PB

Greetings, Shepherd Community!
Weather people said a big storm is on its way, so I went to the backyard,
sat on the swing and listened and watched and heard.
Gray clouds tumbled all over themselves as they were caught in the wind.
The wind created a three-part harmony as it blew through the leaves
and branches. Leaves skittered through the air and slid along the ground
as their branches let go of them for another season. Simple gifts.

Jean Johnson
Interim Director of Music and
Worship
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My granddaughter ran to me to show me her gift and proceeded to
“play” it by humming into it. She hadn’t yet learned how to breathe in
and out to make the notes change, but she was more than delighted. More simple gifts.

We have all heard the lyrics to the song: “Simple Gifts”.
'Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free
'Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
'Twill be in the valley of love and delight.
Other lyrics you may have heard to that same melody are from Sydney Carter’s version of
“Lord of the Dance”.
Dance, then, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, where ever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he.
Carter wrote: “I see Christ as the incarnation of the piper who is calling us. He dances that shape and
pattern which is at the heart of our reality. By Christ I mean not only Jesus; in other times and places, other
planets, there may be other Lords of the Dance. But Jesus is the one I know of first and best. I sing of the
dancing pattern in the life and words of Jesus.”
I wonder if thinking of all of life as “simple gifts” may bring our hearts to dancing. I know my granddaughter
was dancing with delight upon turning five years old AND getting a harmonica. I believe the leaves were
dancing when the wind blew them from their branches.
There are times when I dance to the simple gifts...a smile, a hug, a sunset. Maybe it’s a mindset, too.
If we see life as a series of simple gifts, can we live a life of endless awe and gratitude?
Is it really that simple? Or, is it really that profound?
Simply dancing today,
Jean

Simple Gifts, are they simple?
Simplicity, such a concept if you think about it. In today’s society, we all tend to take things
that are simple and make them into a production. At least I feel like I do! This year at
Shepherd, we are focusing on the simplicity of the seasons for Advent and Christmas.
The song “Simple Gifts” came to mind when we started talking about this theme. Jean
Johnson references this too in her article for this month. Obviously, we were on the same
page on our thoughts about simplicity. I would like you to take a moment and listen to the
song with YoYo Ma and Alison Kraus performing on YouTube (here is the link ). For me not
only is the melody simple but the lyrics are as well. I interpret the lyrics to mean
Miranda Oliver
that we need to remember to keep things simple and not think about pleasing
Director of Operations
others but doing the correct thing. I think they also remind me to focus on the
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difference that we can make in one another’s lives.
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So how can those “simple” acts and “simple” things make a difference? A
phone call, a note and sometimes even just a look can change someone’s day. Recently,
I had the experience of waiting to put gasoline into my car in a long line. Once a pump
opened up, I got out of my car and proceeded to start pumping my gas. The woman across
from me was smiling and happy and we briefly chatted. I believe I must have really laughed
loudly at some point as the gentleman in line behind me at his gas pump, exclaimed, “You
ladies are having too much fun for such an ordinary task.” I laughed and then of course
proceeded to talk across the parking lot with this stranger. As I left the gas station that day, I
remember thinking how such a simple act of doing an ordinary task could be a gift. It was a
gift to me that the woman across from me made me laugh; it was a gift for the man that the
woman and I were laughing. It was a gift to others that were doing the same ordinary task
as they looked up and smiled. Simple gifts can be found everywhere, we just need to slow
down and look for them. Pulling over on the side of the road to watch a beautiful Minnesota
fall sunset, watching children play and tell stories, seeing a dog run and play in a dog park,
feeling the breeze of the crisp fall air, seeing someone enjoy their favorite tune, hugging
someone and a smile from a stranger…all simple gifts!
Won’t you pass on a simple gift or look for your own gift that God has given you today?






There are only 61 days left in the calendar year? Donations to Shepherd
can be accepted in person up until Noon on December 31st or postmarked by December 31st. Electronic giving can be done at any time.
If you are a Thrivent member you may be able to designate your
Thrivent Choice Dollars directly to Shepherd. Check out our website for
more information.
If you shop with Amazon there is a way for a portion of your purchases
to come back to Shepherd with the Amazon Smile Program. Go to this
link for more information.

How can one support Shepherd financially?






Mail in your offertory envelopes
Give online on our Giving Page
Text To Give - Simply send a text with the word GIVE to 651-412-7495
with the amount you would like to contribute.
List Shepherd as your beneficiary
Transfer Stock to Shepherd

With any questions regarding giving, please contact Miranda.

Jilene Ylonen
Preschool Director
651.288.2256
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Our preschoolers remind us each and everyday how grateful we are for simple gifts! We love receiving pictures,
things they make, a smile or just hearing the “I missed you”. When walking into our classrooms, we are excited to
see them decorated with pictures and cards our students have made us! When it comes to simple gifts we give, it is
thought behind it rather than the gift itself.
While writing this article, a story came to mind from last year. We were playing on the playground, and at the end
of our time we celebrated one of our staff members by giving her gifts from the preschool. This student didn’t have
anything with him, but he went over very quietly and nonchalantly and picked a rock from the garden. After the
gifts were opened and our classes went on our way, he went up and gave her the rock he had picked from the
garden. He was so excited to give her the rock! She still has that rock sitting on her shelf at home! As I thought of
this story I remember how unbelievably sweet he was and the impact this simple gift made.
As we continue throughout our day, may we too be impacted by the simple gifts.
Jilene

Youth Ministry
@Shepherd
Stay informed via Instagram: @youthshepherd

Confirmation in November
6:30-8pm Wednesday evenings at Shepherd
FOCUS: The Creeds
3 Lesson—Youth & Parents
10 Small Group Time
17 Individual Project Week…Turn your projects
in virtually before December 1
24 Pies For Praise & Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Photos from
our October 2
Confirmation
Retreat

Registration Info

ReFuel in November
2nd & 4th Wednesdays 6:30-8PM
10 ReFuel: Boundless Love
14 Summer Trip Registrations Due
24 Worship & Pies for Praise

All November Adult Education
events are subject to change. Please
pay attention to weekly eNews for
up-to-date information
Weekly Bible Study:
Wednesdays at 1 pm IN PERSON outside Door G
or in the Narthex and at 6:30 pm via Zoom. Join
us to discuss the upcoming scripture text and
learn together.

*NOTE: THERE WILL NOT BE 6:30pm Bible Study
on Wednesday, November 24th. Instead, join us
for our Thanksgiving Eve Service at 6:15 or via
livestream!

OUTDOOR Donut Time:
Join us each Sunday for our Donut Time after
indoor worship on the front lawn from 9:00am10:00am!

Shepherd Winter 2022 Book Study:
Are you interested in doing a Book Study at
Shepherd? We are looking into possible books
and wondering if there is enough interest before
choosing. If we do a Book Study it would run
January-February.
Click HERE to fill out our Book Study Survey

Women’s Retreat Pictures:

NOVEMBER DONATIONS NEEDED
College Care Package Donations:

















Target Gift Card $10
Starbucks Gift Card $10
Sleeve of Cookies
Travel Tissues
Tooth Brush
Bag of Laundry Pods
Small toy or deck of cards or fidget device or
handheld Game
Gum
Full sized candy bar or two (or bag of licorice)
Two oatmeal packets
Mac & Cheese cup
Pens and highlighters
Small Bag of chips
Chapstick
Travel med kit
Granola bar

ADVENT OFFERING
Each year we do a special Wednesday Worship
Advent offering to help spread God’s love
beyond our walls. The past few years we have
used these offerings to purchase Family Farms
through ELCA World Hunger’s Good Gift’s
program. We are excited about the possibility
of purchasing at least one! Help out by putting
donated on Wednesday Worship or online.
For more information on family farms.

Bridging Kitchen Pack Donations:
WHAT TYPE OF ESSENTIALS DO YOU
USE IN YOUR KITCHEN?
 Can Opener
 Mixing Spoon
 Spatula
 Dish Towel/Cloth
BONUS ITEMS INCLUDE:
 Ladle
 Wisk
 Pizza cutter
 Peeler
 Hot Pad
 Dish Scrubber

ADVENT TO GO!
ALL OF OUR PRE-K—12TH GRADE FAMILIES WILL HAVE THEIR
BAGS DELIVERED—ALL OTHER FAMILIES CAN PICK UP YOUR
BAG IN THE NARTHEX TODAY
We invite you to join us this Advent as we prepare for the coming of
the Christ Child on Christmas. This year we will be spending our
Wednesday evening worship services focusing on The Simplicity of
Advent. In place of our Children’s Message we will have an activity
you can do together as a family. Bring your supplies with you to
worship or do at home as you watch online LIVE or anytime after
Wednesday evening.
Supplies Included:
Supplies Needed:
-Round Wooden Circle
-Teal Bow
-Glue (Optional)
-4 Wooden Squares
-Marker
-Cotton Swabs for painting
-Paint
-Advent Calendar so you can journey through Advent as a family each day!

We are hoping to make our annual event of sharing
pies together happen this year but we need you!
As long as we have volunteers to donate pies
(only store purchased pies in store packaging),
cut, serve and clean-up after we will be able to
have this event. If you are able to help out, please
see the registrations forms on the Welcome Desk
or contact Maria in the office.
Please join us for worship at 6:15 in the sanctuary.
We will keep you posted if we have received
enough pies and volunteers to proceed
with the pie sharing fellowship.

CONTACT INFORMATION
MAIN OFFICE 651.483.5419
Senior Pastor
Renee Patterson

PHONE
651.288.2253

EMAIL ADDRESS
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Associate Pastor
Brice Bloxham
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pastorbrice@shepherdshoreview.org

Deacon
Sister Tashina Good
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Interim Director of Music & Worship
Jean Johnson
651-288-2254

music@shepherdshoreview.org

Director of Children’s Ministry & Preschool Director
Jilene Ylonen
651.483.6885
children@shepherdshoreview.org
preschool@shepherdshoreview.org
Director of Operations
Miranda Oliver
651.288.2255
Office Administrator
Maria Miller

651-288-2252

operations@shepherdshoreview.org
office@shepherdshoreview.org

Shepherd of the Hills
3920 N Victoria Street
Shoreview, MN 55126
sohsv.org
651.483.5419

Remember to set your
clocks back one hour on
Sunday morning,
November 7th!

