SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Thanksgiving Eve Worship
November 24, 2021 6:15pm
Preparing for Worship - As you enter the Sanctuary, you are invited to make the
transition from “getting here” to “being here.” You may use these moments of quiet time
to listen to the Gathering Music as you prepare to come fully into the presence of God and
our community of faith. Please stand as you are able during worship.

PRELUDE

Come Ye Thankful People, Come

JuBELLation Choir

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
All:
L:
All:
L:

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
God’s love is everlasting.
Come, let us praise God joyfully.
Let us come before God with thanksgiving.

OPENING HYMN

Now Thank We All Our God

1 Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms, has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
2 Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm in this world and the next.
3 All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
the Son, and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God, whom earth and heav'n adore;
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878
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PRAYER
Minister: Good and gracious God, All: You have given us everything we have, and yet we take
it for granted. We think we can do this thing called life on our own, but without You we are
nothing. Help us to remember that You are the reason for all things good in our lives. Dwell
in our hearts as we seek a posture of thanksgiving. In Your name we pray, AMEN!

PSALM 126 Read responsively
L: When God brought us home from captivity, it was like we were in a dream.
A: Our mouths were full of laughter then, and our tongues were filled with shouts of joy.
L: Those who were outside looking in said: 'God has done great things for them.'
A: Yes, God had done great things for us, we were filled with joy.
L: Set our hearts free again, O God, like streams in the driest desert.
A: Then those who now sow in tears will reap with shouts of joy.
L: Those who go out weeping as they carry the seed for sowing,
A: Shall come home with songs of joy, as they carry their harvest home.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER
Minister: Generous God, All: We give You thanks for the abundant resources of the earth.
We praise You for their chance to grow and those that seek to harvest them for our
nourishment. Assist us in continuing to remember to be thankful for these gifts as we put
them to use in our bodies so that we may glorify You in the world. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

GOSPEL READING

Matthew 6:25-33
[Jesus said,] “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And
can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we
eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But
strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.”
25

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord.

ALL: Praise to You O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN

Pastor Brice Bloxham

For the Beauty of the Earth

1 For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:
Refrain:

Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain
3 For the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony
linking sense to sound and sight: Refrain

4 For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild:
Refrain
5 For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best gift divine,
to our world so freely giv'n:
Refrain
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERING
OFFERTORY MUSIC Sing of the Lord’s Goodness

(Sands)

Celebration Choir

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Minister: Blessed are You, God, All: Our creator and ruler of heaven and earth. You shower
us with Your blessings each and every day. Give us generous hearts, so that we may share
what You have first given us, and You may be glorified. Through Jesus, our Savior. Amen!

GREAT THANKSGIVING
MINISTER: The Lord be with you. All: And also with you.
MINISTER: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
MINISTER: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to You, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW s144)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION & COMMUNION BLESSING
COMMUNION PRAYER
Minister: We thank You, God our host, ALL: For inviting us here to taste the future when You
will feed all the hungry at Your table. Keep this hope alive in us and in our communities, so
that we might bring hope to a suffering world, in the name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING
L:

May the Lord bless you and keep you;
May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious onto you;
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the + Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen all that is needful has been
sent by his gracious ordaining?

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
if with his love he befriend you.
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore him!
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE

ELW 858

ADVENT OFFERING
Each year we do a special Wednesday Worship Advent offering
to help spread God’s love beyond our walls.
The past few years we have used these offerings to purchase Family Farms
through ELCA World Hunger’s Good Gift’s program.
This year we are hoping to purchase two family farms!
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